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/ Mr. Sara S'aft /Benson coiled from BTevsrYorU ■ 
and'adviced tne that he. had^pst been, appointed Secretary o£ , ; 
Agriculture i» General £iacptf Wor'g Cabinofc and' he .wanted 
to invite mo to chock' Into bib record. I told My. Beacon that 
iv^oultjLbe : glad to d3» ; tbio. Mr. /Season also eiiprecsed his 
^Jcaoare over xny being continued as head oE the Federal- 
Bareau 61 Investigation and I thanked hixa and told him I v/as 
looking forward to a pieaaaat association. . ' \- '■ 
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Veyy . tr r aty your s • 




jQ^u, JBdgar 'Hoove* 
director 
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££BA BENSON 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



date: November 24,* 1952 
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JTitft reference to the Director* s request, there 
is attac hed here &o^a_feZl ^ 

cal dajtg^jconp^ nAn g r Ezra TafjJtifens on. J5T v) ^J^L/L^ ¥ 




Mr . Benson_ha.s^bee n p^exu^cjDA&erati ve w ith the 
Bureau and is a personal fT^end of Mr. ^V ictor Emanuel. 
in Waship.gi:nn J D. C, he i s Jie rvcl o se ^to] 
^nd Bdwa^_Brq^^qjr^q^ the^^ 



Tele. Roce_ 



Ph. 



Victor Emanuel wrote the Director on April 3, 1947$ 
enclosing a copy of a letter he had written to Ezra Taft Benson., 
Mr . JSmgjujMJ-^ 

hcLS— ejjjBT b e pji ^TTtz/^, p j_ggjS^j^_]^ ^zj^^gfgr? (94-4-6733-18™)* 

Ezra Taft Benson, while in Washington in 1947 9 contacted 
the Bureau to invite the Director to address a public meeting in 
Bait Lake City during the centennial celebration commemorating 
the arrival of the Mormon pioneers in the Great Salt Lake Valley 
in 1847. (94-37317-3) 

On March 26 , 2 247 ? Esra K Taft ^B^s,an_MVAte ^a... person al^ 
J^ett er^t j^^^ict£x^ m ^^ $ 1 stating with re£ei^iw 
jg tiremejz^ b^J^^ e n pending: [ 



U I am pleased to note 
men who comprise the 



f 



your interest in the fine group of 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. I 
count J. Edgar Hoover among my very good friends, and hold 
him in highest esteem. I had expected to see him personally 
while in Washington on my last visit, however he was out 
of the city and returned just as I was leaving and was 
called immediately to the hill to testify before a Senate 
Committee . I did however see some of his right-hand men. 
I hope that the farm organisations are in a position to 
throw their support to the bill in question. In my judgment, 
Victor, unless present trends are corrected, the F.B.I. A f 
will play an increasingly important role in the protection? ,{/• 
of our liberty in the future." (66-2523-629) ' /~ * 



JiMkSjon^on^Jun thank ing^ 

him ^f or his interest in the retirement bill for the^Burecm^'' 



The D i re cto r^mr_g t ibe^Mr 
n 

66-2523-908) 



Attachment, 
SJTzedm 

<70 DECi 
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EZRA TAFT BENSON 
Agricultural Marketing Specialist 
1389 Harvard Avenue, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Born August U, 1899* at Whitney, Idaho 
Married 1926» Six children* 



Ezra Taft Benson's education is as follows** B. S» 
Degree, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, 1926$ attended 
Utah State i&gricultural College, 1918-19213 M. S* Degree in 
Agriculture Economics, Iowa State College, 1927$ -and attended 
University of Ca ^ornij 7 , '11:937 > *1938 1 graduate studies* 

Ezra Taft Benson is one of the outstanding men in the 
State of Utah today* He is a member of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles 
of the Latter Day Saints Church (Mormon), having been appointed 
in 19U3* This is the governing body of the Church. 

While taking his agricultural courses in college, he 
operated a farm in southern Idaho (1923-1929)* For three years 
prior thereto he was on a mission for his church in the British 
Isles and Europe* ' , 

From 1929 to 1930 he was an agriculture agent of the 
University of Idaho Extension Service at Preston, Idaho* From 
1930 to 1938 he was an extension economist and marketing specialist 
of the University of Idaho Extension Service in charge of 
economics and marketing for the 'State of Idaho* 

From 1939 to 19UU he was Executive Secretaiy of the 
National Council of Farmer Co-operatives* In 19U3 he was a 
member of the Executive Committee and "Board of Trustees of the 
American Institute of Co-operatives. The latter is an educational 
organization devoted to "agriculture* He is being considered or 
has just be^n-^cppolnted as Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 

The Daily Worker on October 20, 19U3* carried an article 
by Adam Lapin that President Roosevelt was sharply critical of 
farm bloc leaders with whom he had conferred on October 19* Ezra 
Benson and others of the National Council of Farmer Co-operatives, 
all representing big farmers and corporate interests, according 
to the Daily Worker, emerged from the ¥hite House "reiterating 
their opposition to subsidies* 81 



He helped to organize the Idaho Co-operative Council and 
served as its secretary* . 

He was awarded a scholarship by Gamma Sigma Delta, 
honorary agriculture society at Iowa State College and a Fellow- 
ship at the University of California* 

* The President of the Latter Day Saints Church in 19kk 
appointed him to head the relief of church members living in 
Holland, Belgium, France, and Switzerland* He was highly commended 
by his Church for that work and in 191*6 was appointed President 
of the Church's European Missions* 

He is a member of the National Executive Board and 
serves on four National Boy Scout committees* He has also been 
active in U-H Club .work* 

He is a member of the Farm Economics Association, 
Rotary International^ and is a contributor of articles for 
agriculture, co-operatives, and church publications* 

TOiile his church has been his principal occupation the 
past six years, he has still maintained his interest in farm problems* 
At the present time it is understood he is actively being con- 
sidered under the Point Four Program as a member of its board 
of consultants on agricultural matters* 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD: 



In line with our telephone 
conversation today, the Director desires a 
special inquiry investigation be initiated 
on Esra u Ta ft Rg.ns.QZL . new Secretary of 
AgrTcutture and William Pierce Rogers, 
formerly General Counsel of the Senate 
Investigating Committee . Rogers was written 
up in Saturday Evening Post 2-22-50. This 
should be very thorough. 
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(BENSON - ADAMS ) 

^^ MB NAIL SK ETC HES OF PRESIDENT -ELECT EISENHOWER 'S„ DESIGNATED 

^™TAET!!jS^^ "BORN AUG. 4. 1899 AT WHITNEY, IDAHO, GREAT- 
GRANDSON AND NAMESAKE OF AN EARLY APOSTLE OF THE MORMON CHURCH. HE 
SERVED AS A MISSIONARY OF THE CHURCH IF ENGLAND- FROM 1921 TO 1923? 
APPOINTED A MEMBER OF THE QUORUM OF TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE CHURCH OF 
JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS IN 1943. 

STUDIED AT UTAH STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVER- 
SITY, MASTERS DEGREE IN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS IOWA STATE COLLEGE, 
GRADUATE STUDY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. 

FARMED IN SOUTHERN IDAHO, 1923-29: COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENT AT 
PRESTON, IDA., 1929-30: ECONOMIST AND MARKETING SPECIALIST UNIVERSITY 
OF IDAHO EXTENSION SERVICE, 1930-38. 

ORGANIZED AND BECAME SECRETARY OF IDAHO FARM COOPERATIVE COUNCIL., 
IN 1939 NAMED EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF NATIONAL COUNTIL OF FARMER 
COOPERATIVES AND MOVED TO .WASHINGTON, D.C. RESIGNED THAT POST TO J^IN 
THE MORMON GOVERNING BODY IN 1943. 

(MORE) 11/24— W0402P 
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SALT LAKE' CITY— EZRA T AF T_BENS0N , SELECTED BY. PRESIDENT-ELECT 
^MANNERED BUT FORCEFUL EXP ERT ON F A R M^QRG A.NI. ZATi ON AND _ftgj,l 



177 



^B l fteCR ffffrE .DESCRIBED. THE .53-YEAR-OLD /BENSON AS v .„ . 

— BE ' Sgff f M^M^^Bt NE YEARS. ONE OF. tHE ^TOP-R AN KING -LEADERS: OF' • 
THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS CHURCH, NEVER HAS PARTICIPATED PERSONALLY IN- . V 
PARTISAN 'POLITY REPRESENTATIVE OF 'FARM COOPER- 

"BENS ON^EiRMTieALLY. DOES NOX^: THINK THE GOVERNMENT - SHOULD . ; . ' 
GUARANTEE A PROFIT TO^EVERYONE;. -REGARBLESS. OF. EFFICIENCY,." ONE^UTAH - . . 
FARM LEADER SAID . ?BUT AT THE SAME TIME HE. RECOGNIZES THAT I N .THE 
'ffi^ENT AMERrCAM^S'^HEMX '6F « .EC ONOMY^ : THERE HAS. TO BE S OME : SUPPO RT FOR'./'. ; 

FARMFR^ - * - ;>^V"' '" " . -V * , -\ v 

"HE REALIZES THE -.GOVERNMENT, J UST' • ^ANN OT _ S ET . FARMERS; AS ID £^WHI mt mf<? v * 
GUARANTEE! NG' MINI MUM WAG ES TO . LABOR, AND.. BROVIDING SUBSIDIES FOR^ MINES 
• ANn 'TT or- 'FORMS OF TRANSPORTATION LIKE' SHIPS .AND AIRPLNES. ..THE POLICY* - . 
HE FEELS* hIs.?TO,BE ^^Tj^/^^Sl^TOi: *. s JUSTIFIED I N.,AS.Klk 

^RfSon IS AND RAIS ED ON AN I DAHO-FARM, IS . FORMER: COUNTY ' ,,-'-'- 'A t 
FyTFKKT ON ''AGENT BUT HAS NOT BEEN A FARMER Hi MS-ELF SINCE 1939 WHEN 1 HE WENT 
T?|Ih^ THE. NATIONAL .COUNCIL OF. FA^ER ^ 

■ C0 Hi E RETURNED ■ TO THE' WEST • IN JULYy 1943 j v . WHEN THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS^ - 
' THlUctt -ELEVATED HIM TO ITS . RULING COUNCIL. OF 12 APOSTLES >. AT 43, -HE • 

WAS ONE OF ITS YOUNGEST MEMBERS . HE' HAS LIVED IN SALT LAKE CI TY^SINCE, 
■ BUT ■ TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY IN CHURCH WORK AND AS ' AN ADVISER ON FARM , , 

^hFtOLd" FRIENDS' AS HE LEFT 'HERE JEA HL^Y_ VES TERD A Y^F OR f q XPj^^^ ^ " 
-CONFERENCE WITH EISENHOWER HXJUi^±4P^^ 



£ SaUARTERS TO-CHURCH; -PRESIDENT .DAW* .0. .MCKAY;,, - - ^ 
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ADD BENS ON; . SALT XAKE "T7 '• • — — ^ 

BENS ON- llIJ HE, THfl, FlRSX- MajB^R ^QXLJ.HE^REaOM^aQRMON CHURCH... TO : 

ATTAIN CAnTj{KI w RANKv . - 7 ^ .- ! '■ ' ~ ■ ' V - 

HE IS METICULOUS IN APPEARANCE^ IN HIS •■ 

CHURCH DUTIES AND, HIS 'SECRETARY SAID, A MAN WHO "NEVER FORGETS . ' ' ■ -"• ' 
BIRTHDAYS." HE HAS THREE CHILDREN— TWO BOYS AND A GIRL-^AND HIS MAIN - - 
RECREATION IS' ."JUST- ENJOYING LIFE WITH THEM. " THE OLDEST,- READ, "24, - 
IS AN, AIR FORCE CHAPLAIN' IN. SAN ANTONIO," TEX. • - *•-.-*'• '■' " * Z ■ 

. HIS ' GREAT-GRANDFATHER, FOR, WHOM HE, WAS NAMED,. EZRA TAFT BENSON, : V 
WAS ONE . OF THE EARLIEST LDS APOSTLES.. ' A GRANDFATHER, . HEBER -C, KiMBALL, 
.WAS: A COUNSELOR TO: BRIG HA M.YOUNG WHEN THE MORMONS MIGRATED TO UTAH IN 
1847. IN 1921 'TO lS>23, HE WAS AN LDS MISSIONARY IN ENGLAND . ' 

: HE. STUDIED AT THE UNIVERSITY .OF IDAHO, BRIG HAM YOUNG • UNIVERSITY, ,7 
IOWA STATE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY. OF CALIFORNIA. WHEN HE RETURNED- 
FROM 'HIS MISSION HE TOOK OVER A SOUTHERN IDAHO FARM.: AFTER SERVICE.- ; 
AS. COUNTY AGENT AND MARKETING" SPECIALIST AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO, .:^ >: 
HE ORGANIZED. THE IDAHO'. FARM COOP'ERRATIVE' COUNCIL AND, LATER LEFT THE* ^ 

. > -I f.5 WAS iwHt LE ' ACtJng ; AS' . SECRETARY OF THE IDAHO. COUNCIL THAT HE - : > ? 
ATTRACTED" NATIONAL ATTENTION. THAT. RESULTED IN HIS SELECTION AS • ' 
EXECUTIVE^ SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL .COOPERATIVE COUNCIL. > • . - 
^' 'BENSON'S " INTEREST IN COOPERATIVES vS TEMS . FROM * HIS BELIEF'THAT FARMERS-- 
•tpLESS ..ORGANIZED" ARE" THE ONLY BUSINESSMEN I.N AMERICA WHO -BUY AT 
■RETAIL-.: BUT SELL, AT; WHOLESALE -' . - : 'V ' 7 '•• % " . > ;■ ' 7 > . : , 

'HE. FEELS - THAT COOPERATIVES' SERVE- TO : HELP, FARMERS. MARKET -THEIR .PRODUCE 
MORE EFFICIENTLY. HE if URGES. MEMBERS VOFi SUCH GROUPS TO SEEK OUTSIDE.- 7 7, 
MARKETS. AS. PART OF THE CURE; TO v THEIR '.MARKET HEADACHES. HE'. ALSO. 7 ■ ..- > 
BELIEVES THAT .ORGANIZATION 'BY FARMERS PERMIT THEM TO .BARGAIN MORE' > -7 :; \ '7 
EFFICIENTLY -WITH LARGE 1 BUYERS SUCH AS CANNERS AND' SUGAR" BEET/ FACTORY- ' 
OWNERS'... ;. ; ' 7. x".: .%''' • ' • 7 '.' .' - '; ".'.- ' -. "v: ••.'>'-v».v.--r: 

BENSON, ASSOCIATES SAY, .FEELS THAT COOPERATIVES SHOULD BE TAX IN '' 
THE SAME MANNER AS ANY. CORPORA.TION^-WITH NEITHER PAYING. DOUBLE TAXES . 
BOTH ON • CORPORATE :, INCOME AND ■ ON DIVI DENDS .' , ;. ■" ' . .'.'• '• ..' ... r ; 

*^u^4* — ^z*r "-'»•, ;* V WJ-: i./.24r-wo5i2P- , .-■ .. 



ADD BENSON. SALT LAKE ' ' * '""•• • • ' \_ ■ v "-." ; '•' : % " ' -j.'-- ' 



BtCAME KNOWN HE .WAS- BEiNg OOSS IDEHED.. 
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(BENSON) 

1 CHICAGO—PRESIDENT ALLAN B * KLINE OF T H E AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDER- 
A |I^ 

" M R « B E NS ON AN TOEU;RNT RA.CKGR.QUNJD IN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS AND 

FARM MARKETING. AND IN ACTUAL FARMING, COUPLED WITH ADMINISTRATIVE 
ABILITY OF A HIGH ORDER." KLINE SAID. 

"HE IS INTIMATELY FAMILIAR WITH THE WASHINGTON SCENE, AND SEVERAL 
CARS OF RESIDENCE ABROAE) HAVE GIVEN HIM AN INSIGHT INTO INTERNATIONAL * 
fROBLEMS WHICH WILL SERVE HIM VERY WELL." 

■11/24— W043 IP 
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November 21+, 19f?2 



MEMORANDIJM FOR MR. TOLSON 

MR* LADD 

' - . MR. NICHOLS 

I called Mr. Herbert Brownell, Jr., the newly appointed 
Attorney General to -the Sisenhower Cabinet, , in New York, to advise 
him that I was sending to him, at his home, some of the monographs 
which have been prepared in the last- few months dealing with some 
of the very top secret intelligsnce operations in this country. I , 
commented he might want to review them on hia trip if he had the 
time'and Mr; Brownell stated that was one of the reasons for his 
trip- to study up on various phases xtfhich he felt he should be ac- 
quainted with, i" stated also that I might be able to get some add- 
itional ones to him before he left and that some dealt with the Soviet 
Counter-intelligence Organizations that are operating and the train- 
ing schools that the Soviet Intelligence Service and Underground 
Apparatus in this . country have been operating. Mr. Brownell was most 
appreciative and stated this material would come in very handy. I 
-told him these would be sent to him this evening. 

I^also told Mr. Brownell that I had received a call from Mr. 
Ezra Taf t ^enson requesting an investig ation and that -^rthur Summ er- 



/ 



field, Charles E. Wilson of Detroit, and 



had 



all requested investigations. Mr. Browneix men commBm;ea vaa.v john 
Poster Dulles and he, himself, had also requested investigations. I 
told Mr. Brownell that all of " these . investigations were started and 
I hoped to have them well on the way to* completion within the .next 

week. * '-.'-"„ 

Mr. Brownell then stated he would like to have a check made 
on Bill K ogers (William Pearce Rogers) whom* he was considering as a 
possibility for'Duputy Attorney General.. Mr. Brownell stated he w ould 
like to have my personal advice on Rogers as well as the investigation 
?mri t -hniri -Mm t tjnniri rin jflajfl « Mr. Brownell stated that Rogers was 
now ] \ and there was quite a piece about him 

In the Saturday Evening i»ost for January 21, 1950. I to id him I would 
check into this matter immediately. " : .- . " 

' ' Very truly yours . 



JEH:EH 



.-X- ^ -v ~- 



' John Edgar Hoover 

Director ' '* : 

£s**OT RECORDED 
146 DEC 11 1952 
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FBI WASH FIEID 



11/25/52 



4:50 P.M. 



, DIRECTOR AND SAC CINCINNATI 



URGENT 



EZRA TAFT BENSON, SPECIAL INQUIRY. BU REQUESTED ON NOV, TWENTYFOUR, 
LAST, INVESTIGATION OF BENSON, RECENT CABINET SELECTION, AND INSTRUCTED 
OFFICES ASSIGN ONLY THOROUGHLY EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL TO INVESTIGATE 
RE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, ASSOCIATIONS, ABILITY, AND QUALIFICATIONS TO 
OCCUPY HIGH GOVT. POSITION. UNNECESSARY TO CONDUCT NEIGHBORHOOD OR 
EDUCATION INVESTIGATIONS. BU INSTRUCTS CASE BE AFFORDED IMMEDIATE AND 
CONTINUOUS ATTENTION UNTIL COMPLETED, UTILIZING SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL 
TO PREVENT ANY DELAY. SET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS BY TEL. DO NOT 
USE AIRTEL. FIVE COPIES REP ARE TO BE SENT IMMEDIATELY TO BU UNDER 
SEPARATE COVER BEARING A SPECIAL TAG TO THE ATTENTION OF ASST. DIRECTOR 
A. ROSEN. AFFORD THIS CASE HIGHEST PRIORITY. BACKGROUND INFO RE BENSON 
AVAILABLE IN WHO«S WHO. SENATOR ROBERT TAFT PRESENTLY LOCATED AT ONE 
TWO NAUGHT TWO TIMES STAR BIDG., CINCINNATI, TELEPHONE CHERRY THREE 
SEVEN THREE ONE. INTERVIEW. 



HOOD 




FBI »VASH FIELD 11-25-52 . 12-2$ PM 

DIRECTOR AND SAC ; SALT LAK3 CITY U E G S N T 

EZRA TAFT BSNSON, SOCIAL INQUIRY. SENATOR WALLACE F. BENNETT OF 

UTAH CAN BE CONTACTED AT HIS HOME, ONE TWO TWO FOUR MSATCH DRIVE, 

OR HIS OFFICE, SIXTY-FIVE WEST FIRST SOUTH, BOTH SALT LAKE CITY, TODAY OR 

TOMORROW, IS LEAVING CN AUTOMOBILE TRIP NOVEMBER TWENTY-EIGHT. INTERVIEW. 

HOOD 

PEE: JAW 
77. y<?/^? 
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Ezra Taft Benson 

Foe Of Farmer-Security Guarantees - 

EZRA TAFT BENSON, the peatedly for his opinions on 
next Secretary of Agriculture, legislation. 
Is an enthusiast for farm co- President Roosevelt made him 
operatives, a specialist in farm an adviser to the Department of 
marketing, and a firm opponent Agriculture, 
of "Big Government." Allan Kline, president of the 

He is also a member of the 12- American Farm Bureau Feder- 
man governing body of the ation, praised the choice of 
Church of Latter-Day Saints, .Benson as "a top-notch ap- 
and is the first active Mormon PomtmenT and predicted that 
ever appointed to the Cabinet. ?H the officers and members oJS 

As his middle name "Taft" h i s organization everywhere- 
might suggest, he believes that W ?S* ? p 5™^' ^ tt«-* * 
the Government cannot and ^^JS^t^K^ U 
should not guarantee security 

to farmers or anyone else. (He S^nS^ii^™«Y^V^^ ed ^ 
told reporters yesterday that he aPP^^ent," and 

and Sen. Robert A. Taft had a ^"fC^ 6 18 to be 

common relative "about six gen- congratulated on it. 
erations back.") Other friends described the 

"Every young man requires new Secretary as "the most gentle 
the spur of insecurity to force of gentlemen," a man of "sweet- 
him to do his best," he said in tempered disposition, but also 
a speech at Logan, Utah, last character and guts;" as meticu- 
year. "We must take a stand lous in appearance, quiet in 
against undue governmental speech, unwavering in his church 
paternalism. duties, and, as his secretary said, 

"Let the cooperatives and "a man who never forgets birth- 
every other organization teach days." 

the youth of America that the Benson's great-grandfather, for 
world does not owe them a Iiv- whom he was named> was on ' e of 

ing * the earliest apostles, or gov- 

ernqrs, of the Church of the 
ALTHOUGH he opposed fatter Day Saints. A grand- 
many Democratic farm policies, father, Heber Kimball was an 
the Roosevelt and Truman Ad- adviser to Brigham Young when 

srsSKirsar a ^ Mr 0118 emigrated to utah 

lived here from 1939 to 1943 as m ^ _ „ f „ 

secretary of the National Goun- Among his church offices were 
cit of Farmer Cooperatives, and terms as president of the Boise, 
farm leaders of both parties on Idaho, stake of the church, and 
Capitol Hill turned to him re- the Washington, D, C, stake, 



o o © e e c By Ferdinand Knhn 



He held the latter post from 1940 
to 1944. 

THE NEW SECRETARY, born 
on a farm at Whitney, Idaho, 
studied at the Utah State Agri- 
cultural College, Brigham Young 
University and Iowa State Col- 
lege. He spent two years in 
Great Britain on a mission for 
his church before becoming a 
county agent in Idaho. 

In 1930, the State of Idaho 
put him in charge of its farm 
cooperative and , marketing serv- 
ices, and his record quickly 
brought him to the attention of 
other Western State govern- 
ments. He moved onto the na- 
tional agricultural stage with his 
appointment to the National 
Council of Parmer Cooperatives. 

Benson went back to the West 
in 1943 when his church made| 
him one of the youngest apostles 
in its history. Since then he has 
lived in Salt 'Lake City, but has 
often come to Washington in 
connection with • church and 
farm affairs. 

Apart from the church and 
the cooperatives/ one of his en- 
thusiasms is the Boy Scouts. He 
is a member of the national 
executive board of the Scout or- 
ganization, and serves on four 
national Boy Scout committees. 

In 1926, he married Mora 
Smith Amussen. They have 5 six 
children-— four girls and two 
boys, the oldest of whom, Read, 
is an Air Force chaplain at $an 
Antonio, Tex. 
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ZWaSH FIELD 11-26-52 8 P.Ei. 

diGTOR AND SAG SALT LAKE COT U E G 3 N T 

EZRA TAFT BENSON, SI. FOR INFO. 3U, BENSON IN OCT., 
NINETEEN FIFTY TOO, LISTED. PRES. ERNEST L. WILKINSON, 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIV., PROVO, UTAH, AND CLYDE C. EDMONDS, 
SEC. AND GEN. MJR. , POULTRY AND FARMERS COOPERATIVE, FIVE 
SEVEN ZERO WEST FOURTH SOUTH, SU, AS REFERENCES. 
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FBI i/ASH FIELD 11-26-52 3:1(5 Pji^lTTt: 

DIRECTOR AND S AC.^£lCHMDjST • URGENT ' — 

' E2RA TAFT BENSON^s'l. BUREAU ON NOV. TVEHTX FOUR LhST 
REQUESTED INVESTI. OF BENSON , RECENT CABINET SECTION, AND 
INSTRUCTED OFFICfio ASSIGN ONLY THOROUGHLY lUPERIENCED 
PERSONNEL TO INVESTIGATION RE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, ASSOCIATIONS, 
ABILITY ,m QUALIFICATIONS TO OCCUPY HIGH GOVT. POSITION. 
UNNECESSARY TO CONDUCT NEIGHBORHOOD OR ^DU. INVSSTIGAI0N3 . 
BUREAU INSTRUCTS CASE BE AFFORDED IMMEDIATE AND CONTINUOUS 
ATTENTION UNTIL COMPLETED, UTILIZING SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL 
TO PREVENT ANY DELAY. SET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS BY 
TELETYPE . DO NOT USE AIR TEL. FIVE COPIES OF REPORT ~RE 
TO Ba SENT I^SDIATELY TO SUREiiU UNDER' SEPARATE COVER BEARING 

til 



t 



i SPECIAL TaG TO THE ATTENTION OF ASSIST. DIR.- AraOtfEHSS 
AFFORD THIS Ca^E HIGHEST PRIORITY. BACKGROUND INFO. 
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RE BENSON AVAILABLE IH VJH03 WHO. AC^UAIiiTArfCS SOGG^Td,^ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

* Oj^ce? NLemorandum 



• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



to : Director, FBI 




date: November 26, 1952 



m : 



SAG, Cincinnati (62-1980) ATTENTION? Assistant Director A, ROSEN 



subject: EZRA TAFT BENSON 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 



Reference is made to Washington Field teletype to the Bureau and 
Cincinnati, dated November 25>, 1952 » 

Attached hereto are five copies of the report of SAC CHARLES W. 
BROWN, dated November *26, 1952, at Cincinnati, setting forth the results 
of investigation conducted in the Cincinnati Division* 



Enclosures (5) 
CWB:NJB 

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 7 , 



Form. No- X 

This case: originated at 



-BUREAU- 



REPORT MADE AT 



CINCIMATI, OHIO- 



DATS WHEN 



period, for which Made 



11/26/52' - 11/26/52 



REPORT MADE BY 



SAC CHARLES; W. BROWN 



NJB 



TITLE ' , fc ■" . • . ^ 

EZRA TAFT^ BENSON 



CHARACTER? OF CASE. " 

SPECIAL iKQUIkT 



SYNOPSIS dF FACTS: 



-tT«. 3«_ Senator ROBERT A* TjtfTTy Gincinriati, v Ohio, advises " 
appointee i^mo%vn N to him personally. Howeve^ thrbugh 
;his associates, he has '-been- informed TAn EZRA BENSON, of 
.high moral -character and a person of integrity* iritelliV 
gence, and ability, -whom he publicly recommended for the 
position*,, V « L \ ' i : - ' s " V " • - . f- - v 



- ruc 



REFERENCE t 



DETAIIS: . -Y AT ,CIHCIHMATX» OHIO * v * ■ ' •' . : 

advised he is ^not personally /acgUaiiited ^with ' E2M;-TAFT .■BEHBQff j>ut \has known . , 
of him for niany years througjh his associates.. "Senator >TAFT Stated rfeh£t ^although 
he could hot speak of Mr# BESfSON based on personal knoyfledge, . it is jiis mder- 
standing through his associates . that' the: appointee, is *a man of ^high : moral " <-- 
character, ability,- integrity, arid, one who is. entirely, loyal to America * ,/ 
Senator TjU?3^.£u^ iriformati on coming to "his. attention, 

regarding EZRA TAF.T BES30N, he would not "hesitate ; to recoimae«d';'hdm iiighly^ /. 
pointing out; that, he did - publicly reconuaend/his. Appointment as . Secretary of ; — 
AgrictLLtUre/ , -V • :" ^ ,' ; V ' "\ ■/ "V / *" 5 . A*f '/'-1/,V ' V ": 



Washington" Field teletype to Bureau and Cincinnati^' 



- RUC 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED:. 




DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



COPIES OF THIS REPORT, 



-1 ^Cincinnati (62-1980) , 




PROPERTY OF FBI-TKJS COHFlDEHTCAl REPORT'AHD ITS > CONTENTS ARE lOXHEDJO YOU BY THE F8I AKD ARE SOT TO 8E DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
AGENCY TO WHlCK LOANED, - : - \ ' , ' " . . " r , - i s . vy - r [ . / ,. 

. r. '■ .* . T5r. U.S. C0Ve9NM|HI PRINTING Of^CE sl952^0^21p« J 6- ; 16— 55255-2 % , 



Of 



,Ci, ' • ■ i ■ •■ :■■ . \ ■ ■ - ■■ ■■■ \ ■ 



Cin. 62-1980 



ADMIMISTRATI7E PAGE 



, : " . • • A' review of the pertinent' article cpncerning Mr* BENSOtt 
in "Who's ITho* did not disclose any additional investigation to .be conducted, 
by tlie Cincinnati Division V 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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IForraJNTo. l 

THIS CASH ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 




REPORT MADE AT 



SALT L&KE CITY, UTAH 



DATE WHEN 



11/26/52 



PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

H/2^25,26/52 



'REPORT MADE BY 



JEB 



TITLE 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



EZRA, TAFT BENSON 



SPECIAL INQUIRY 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



REFERENCE: 
DETAILS: 



EZRA TAFT BENSON, born 8/U/99 at Ihitney, Idaho. 
He graduated from Brigham Young University, 
Erovo, Utah in 1926} attended Iowa gtate Univer- 
sity and received an M. S. Degree. He also did 
postgraduate work at the University of California. 
He served as County Agricultural Agent, Franklin 
County, Idaho, 1928-1930. In 1930, he became 
Extension Economist and Marketing Specialist of 
the University of Idaho,' and .was located at Boise, 
Idaho. He was made Executive Secretary of the 
National Council of Farm Cooperatives in 1939, 
and moved to Washington, D. C. In 191*3, he was 
made a member of the Council of Twelve Apostles, 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints at 
Salt Lake City, Utah* Friends and associates all 
recommend BENSON most highly as to character, 
reputation, honesty, integrity, loyalty and 
ability. Credit' information favorable. No 
criminal record. 

- RUG - \ 

Bureau telephone call; to Salt Lake City, 11/2 k/$2. 



The records of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, reflect "the following personal history 
of EZRA TAFT BENSON: 

£?,. was born on August k, 1899, at^Mtney, Idaho. HLs parents 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



S/Wf al Age 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



COPIES OF THIS REePKCv- f| JT^' 



U>J- Bureau (AMSD) 
1 - Salt Lake City (77-81*5) 




PROPERTY OF FBl-TWS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

it U. 6, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 16 — 592G5-2 



• ■■ '■ v \: : •: • /' v * / v 'v- v- ■ •">'' 

3U77-8U* . . ' - : # . ; >, . ■ 4 v - ( , 

: " . ' »' • " ' ■ \ ■■' "', . ' -V. 

, TOre. GEORGE T. .BENSON, 3R+> and^SASSii BS^JF . He 1 was the eldest'* 

of elevpn children vrhb ali; lived on, a" farm at JJhitriey^ Idaho « BENSON 1 s v . \Jf 

great-grandfather^ m wI MSOM, entered the Salt Lake Valley mth the • V^" 

first company of pipneersi* / / ; % ■ 'y ' /y "v.; * , - ' ; ' < • 

:-/'flie church- records further attended Utah ;.y- 

State . Agricultural 'College at; £bgah^ Utah^ leaving there. ih."l921>,T;heri J .he ' 

• f illed a mission" , for the Church -of Jesus Christ' of jfetter; pay Saints in ; ■/ '/ • 
Great OSfitain from 1921 to 1923 ♦ Upon Returning s ivom this" mission, h^V/at-' 
tended Brigham Yoting Uiiiversity .at ffcovd; Utah, where he ' graduated in 1926, V 

. He vas married on Sept ejaberylO, 1926 'it* $alt ; I,*ace Cityi Utah/- to StiORA' SMITH 
AMSSESJ, ahd 'ta at; ' v-.- " 

JUnes> Io*a, ' on a^sc^olarship^ v/herfe' he vfoh a Ifesters^gree in' Science and' \ ;< 
was elected' to Gamma Sigma ttelta,, the' Honor Society; p£ Agricul^toeV After !" '- - 

'I attendance at 'the "Idraa State i^ricpltd^ai\6ollege> 1^ -returned/ to. S*eston>. ; 
.Idahoy and 1 served ais *• County. Ag^c.^ittire .Agent of' Jtanfc3in'County >l -Xda&o;^ v ■ v/ ' 

; " > • . \- . In 19;tf>,, BE^ISpK.^^came Extension Economist a^d ^ketihg; ' : / v'T- 
Speciali st of the Uxiiversity/pf Id^p^'Co3ie§a of • Agric^tprey .jf|er'a-v : ' ? - : - , 

, leave ; of " absence 4 f rpm thte^e. ' diit i^ t q r : <ip iorp" postgraduate' at?' iihe^ • ;V - ; ; - a t i 

: University, of Calif ornia, he i^iped tb: dtgamae 4 ' the Idajio ^CpopeirHiye ; / 
Council and qewed ; as, .its'i^^retary'* ; iiuring ' thi s time ^ . he,- ms'in. Boise^ ; - - • ; 

... fidaho, and liyed- there /until' 1939^^ ; V'.;'.;^ . : , ^ ' ; 

V . ', . / r \ . . ; ;■. In 1939, . M§0N Yras ma'de^E^c.utlve Sec^etaiy . of "ythei /National . ' w 
\ Cpuncii of \ ^rKrlng' . Copperatiye? ^ - ^d/moved : t6 Wa^hingt ohi>y p^Q. . , - . > •" rt V- 

he/was appointed ii3ember p^ thp/<^ ; 
*' of - Jesus ,Christ of Batter i)ay Salt's i\ at -vifiLch time^ 

family to Salt Xakfe City, -Utah, whei^e he? has sinci 7 jmade^ liis ^hd^ : TvitHjhi^.; • u - > 
v family, >vhiclr consist^, of six childreh* : Xh January,- 19^> iie. ; >as : mawie r 

Eresident . of' the European Mission of the. Church of; Jesus Christ of^.iatter \ . " . * 

- Day Saints ,vd.th headquarters in London, England, and he served an; ^hatV . : - -^<> 
capacity yntil December 3'V 19^6, ^rheii^ he 'returned- to ^Saii> Lafe City*- ^-*y \ • 
y ■ ■ ' - .'. i'. »-v*V" * ,: ' ' : '* -i ' ?* J f'' : ; V' ; " v -''" H" "' r ^ ■ <, ' r,; •'•'.'*'" "'' 

■ ;•; 3^1^^ - \ 

- .Council ; of thfCBoy^ Scouts 6f .America':, i ahd;' r pn *f&y t 22 19^ j;'^? B^t^oki rthe/ • : [ 
^ational ^ Executive ' Board of the L Boy Scours! of. iteiericS*" "?. On April '.2^, 19^1, 

he received, the Silver Antelope Jby&rd: ti£ : the; Boy Scotits. b^ - /' : 

" their 'annual/ meeting at Long Beach, California # T ' \ '• s -'; : : -- ;\.r/>. . T- > ,* ' 

; : : DP'ID Oi McKAYy: -^esideht^of i^he -'Church of; ;J^sus . Christ- o£ - : I / : • •' ' 
' latter Da^ Saint s',--Salt: L^ke {^'ty Utah>^ad"vised ^t he - has ; kixpwh' BENSON- ./ ; 
. all of ;his life , and : had . visited ih chi;ldho6d;hpme* .He' has knoyKi^.the I > 
: "entire. : BENSON ' f ami ly ,, : and, istiated that there- -has A heyerj ;beeii k. more typic^Uly ; * • • : " / 



3U ?7-8i£ 

.&aerican home ? and that they are all loyal, and true'Ainericans* EEN30N*s . ■ " ■ 
father "was a ;s63idy-, successful/ farmer who owned a large farm near Preston^ 
Idaho i 'and he trained, all of his children as to -loyalty to their govern- ^ 
ment and church* president stated that ESMSOH^ from 1921 'to 1923 s 

served two-year mission in Great Britain .under him -when h£\was president "] 
. of -the" European Mission* He ; stated that later/approved of EENSOSM's; ' : ^ 
appointment as a member -of the Qaorum of Twelve Apostles for thechurchj 
the governing bot^r of th£ church. He ;^i^o stated tfcat when .BENSON resided, 
in Boise -i Idaho,,, he was Eresid&ht of the Boise gbake of the church, and - 
also when he resided ih Washington; "D* J C.^/he ^ras^Eresident of the T/ashing— ' 
ton Staled of the church. " President KcKSY .further .stated that. he has never , 
heard a word- or- intimation that BENSON' was not loy£l to the. Constitution L 
aiid the ideals. o£ American life 5 nor had he eyer had any connection whatso- 
ever TClth aigr subversive; group* L He stated ithat ^to be a member of .tte : %oruM 
of T^lve- Apostles requires. 4^*egi*i > ty^\Q,lean"^Yli3g> faith in God> loyalty " 
to'the;.Coristitui^on;bf the-IJxi^ted Statea*. and : all principles, that contribute 
to loyal^ life;*-. He said tha/fc BENSQN ha£ *been v one ; o^ faithful and 

loyal .members : of -thls/group* A . -0'. : " , ; 

V, ;*v ■, ;', President, ifcKftX- jfurther stated, that BENSQH*s entire back-- ; v 
ground ipi.farm work^/and he considered hirni adequate^ qualified for , 
the duties as Secretary of Agriculture*: He stated. that his training^.ih- 
f^m ^rk-in his^B^ly^Jife-mth.iiie- University of "Idaho^ and in connection' -' r 
with;his. position with his great administra- 

tive; ability ,>.jBakes him an ideal. 'person- for this position*' ' V v ■ \ : V 

' ' - - ; : : . / JOSEPH. FIELDING SMITH/ 'president ; of the Quorum of . Twelve ^ ;\ 
Apostles , ;> Ghtirch f of Jesus Christ Vof letter' Day" Sa^ 

advised that' BBMSOJf has been one 6f : tlla^^nost faithful members - of ^ that .group; 
\ that n he has knoyjn him intii^teiyyVa^ ^that' .^h&re.is absolutely ho question 

as to his character, xe^Utation^ honesty,; integrity' or loyalty* He further , 
\ said ;that he considers iiim ably ^quilif ied to handle the position- to which 

he is beiiig, appointed* ' .. ■ ■ ,. v ^ - 

> : - \.\/-V- ^ROT.n R r ^t^ j TnftTnhftr of ; the Quorum^ of Twelve Apostle r s, Church 
j of ^ Jesus -Gii^ist: of tetter pay ^intsj -Salt, £ake City Utaii,- advised that he - 
has kno?m, J^NSOft ^ lived in "the s^ame cpm-r / 

munity .in Idaho, during: their childhood days. .. He/stated that the entire* 
'BSHSOK f amly was>aqtiy^ and mother 

4 of . SENSORS f^niiy;, difed, fpSfSOM practicai^,:reared the family and took. Over 
the r responsibility of it*' ■ 'He.' stated that- BEi^SOH was 1 , a fine athlete when ; 
he was in Preston/ Idaho.> and that he was recognised -as' one of the; cleanest 
anci £nit £tafiding. yoting «men? in "tha t . community *> ' He - stated ^tha t ^BEMSO^ 1 s 
character vi$ above^reprtfachy ;'and- his habits ... are exemplary* 'He aiso - advised 
. th^t "he- kncr;/s:BENS that she comes Vf bn, excellent- j 

-family^ ; He ^stated that he^ regards Vno. one mor^: -Mghly - than BMSpJI as. to 
character^ reputation^' honesty y integri^ 'and loyalty * " : : . : "^ r . ^ -'. v . , - 



. LEE fur ther advised 'that he cbnsiders'BENSbN well qualified; \„- . - < 
for^ii^s appointed position, and that he has alwajrs been very well respected \ * . 
in his prior activities ♦ n IEE stated "that he considers , the appointment to ■ V . 
"be an excellent onte. .:<„ , 1 Vv , s •• • 

. " - , *' • -V • - - ■:' ' ' ' * • 

VffillACE SV BENNETT, Senator from the State of Utah, advised. * '., 
he. has knomi HENSOH since -i9k3 Vhen- BENSON" and his. family moved into his* ' \ . 
^neighborhood* He /said that a. son of his was* on admission f or £he Church of - 
Jesus, Christ, of iiatter Day Saints in 'England when BENSON! rats ; President of ■ " a r ^ 
that' Mission.. BEWSON,. according" to Senator -BENNETT^ has an excellent 1 "family A 
ail heing loyal and highty regarded* ..One. son is J a Ohaplain^ ,in .'the armed' . 
forces ♦ BENSON'; he said, is of unquestioned loyalty ito - the : ' United' States \ 9 « _ , ' '] ' 
and : the fact that he was chosen for a high ch^ch position^ is evidence of * 
his loyalty as a person s cannot /occupy, this pqsi1>ion ' and not ^he loyal , to the - 
•United ^States* ^BE^SON is. nb stranger-to. Washington,; he saidV"he cause of V, * ■ 
his- previous position .there, and his v&ole - background was* in -farm work, and ., : 
he described, him as being a man of great ability and entirely' adequate for V ■• 
lihe ^ob^ Senator^ HBI&TT stated that ; recommendation, of him fo!r ^his; apb • ^ «. : \ ; . 
" did not .come . through^ political •ch^)(mels > > ;and : BENSON has neyei^ been active , . / 
politically because' of his church po sit ioiu ' Senator 1 1^1^^; father' stated ?T 4 * \ 
that he has never heard anything, derogatory , cbnceiiiifcg BENSON^ /arid there is "'\ - v.* 
ho shadoof nor doubt > of ,his loyalty dr . ability # He . said that:.BEN50W has aii ^ 
•inexhaustible source of energy and devotes his entire attention *tb a job . ■ . J " 
vihen he accepts it* A ': \ , . s ' .': : \. ' y : /, ^: ^ ^ 

; - \y J"; vBR^OKEW . 1EE> Governor ; b£ the Statee; of ;. Utah, ' advi sed that / . , 1 
he hats knoivn BE5SS0N for ai\period-Of ^ apprpxiinately^ Db 
•him as being a- ireiy fine, ioyil African vrhose ^ iritegri-i^ is'' above reproach* - -,:.b7C 
•■tie! ; stated that he . knows^ of his- co.nn^c tion^ y/ith cqpperative ■■■ organisations , 'b 7 D 
and' thinks - that he is Vfell>_ qualified :f or the position - He .stated ..that • \ v 

BEMSQK: has never- heeri 1 an 'active politician/ that he i^s ^always^ beeh^ highly v . 
respected, and. he considers, this an exoellenVappointmentv ' v ' ' V' v: ^ \.- 



stated that he. has known- BEKSOK 1 all* of his -life;. He stated _ : 
^na-q vne nas, 'ktiotol the . entire f amly; and tKat they are ^Ll. abov^ reproach \; 
as to, character > reputation and, loyalty to the United States* Ke also , 
; stated 'that. EEKJ30N|s hohesty and iritegrily -are/, above reproach , and he knows. 

of no 'pne' ^e could reconimehd. more highly* | [alsp advised . that he is . • 

' very vrell acquaint ed mt^ BSSSON 1 s; mf e., arid, her entire faiaijy,v and can ; 1. 
* recoirM^nd her family in ^ the sa^ Regard* He; said '.. that in his, opinion, , 
WSOK is one of the best qual^iqd'men ' iai ^ 01^1^* fc^' the' appointment/ , 
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- ' ' . . . EftBL J» GIABSV Mayor bf the ".City, of^ Salt Lake, and nominee 
of the Democratic Farty for Gpy^nor ^he .State of Utah in 195&V stated : 
that he knpvis the entire EENSOftf family and* that they are the* soul of / _ 
honor ^nd 'integ^x^gr.-. He stated that: BSN3QIT has reared his children' mth : - 
American ideals* and that, -he is very sound and Very American 1 in his'Oon~ . 
■peptsv- He ^said that : BENSQJT ! s character, reputation and, loyalty are above 
reproach. Mayor GMDE further stated* that BENSON is an excellent - public n 
relations ; man* and that through hi? background 'and training, is T/ell quali- 
fied. for ? . the position of Secretary of Ag*i culture* ' * - ; 

* ; \ / /■^pLTDE Ci ESMONDS, General Manager of the Utah"Eoultry 'and , 
' jkrmers Gopperative^ stated that he has knoivn, EENSOM' for tV;enty-fiVe years, 
;and; 'd^^cribed hini ; ap v being sitic&re, humble^ honesty thoroughly religious 
and entirely loyal to the-United Statesi; He stated that he is a r fine 
f family, i^an^ and the entire : BEN30N family is ,one hundred per-cent American* 
/EDMONDS stated that his organisation is a, member of the National ' Council- 
*bf Fa]c^ r Cooperatives, and' that 1 .he :was the bne>/ho. contacted BENSON abou^ 
his accepting the; position of ^ Executive Sedr^tary. of this orga±iiaation. : ; 
In- this position-; : he. stated,' BENSON ^nioyed intb 1 £very state of the Union, 
arid has contacts mth all 'of the. leader's of. the Cooperatives in all forty- \ 
eight, states, and ,that : all'pf; these leaders highly regard.^ him an'dfVhis 
n qualif ioationis* He stated that, in^'his"' opinion, . 
. popular ; choices ^rhich could be , made for, the ' position of Secretary, of 'Agri- 
culture*/ v* ' ..o" ' ' r :\. ■ 



[advised that/he has krio^m , EEH3QN for 1 twenty years and 

vjould stalqe his : life ,oh his. honesty,* 'integrity and" loyalty, Kefurther 
said that r he is ^ghly -jaua^ both ^s.:toyiqiowledge/ 

aridto Ms .administrative ability*"- V; v '"V-/- ■ v. ; . : " : ;i 



i stated that; the : appointment; of EENSQN has been entirely popular: 
members ok the Republican £arty,\as well^as: mth Democrats, iii * 
the state; of Utah* He . s.siid that H3NS0N hid ^not %eh 'active politically, . 
and that.in all/of his^^ars in poHtical\acti^^yj had.neyer kftoym' hiii . 
,to take active part 'iri ; politics. . He stated that there^ is absolutely no 
-question as! to his character,; reputation, honesty^ integrity or 16yalty* - 

Kie records of the Credit Bureau of gait Lake City;' Utah, ;_■ 
reflect that BENSON has : a& excellent^ credit reputation* ahd is vezy. highly 
regarded itr the , community* '= V - ■- . ^ \ - . * \ ' , vV l / : 

^ . ' ■ f ^ ; : The ; records of. i&xe Salt I&ke. ,01%, police Department y ^.alfr - , 
^lake County^ Sheriff f ^ ."iSfficd and Utah' State „Boi:e^1i of : Identification con- i 
tain: no information on, BENSON. . ' \ S r , ' ' \ ' r . :; s . " ■ 
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11-26-^2 

URGENT 

EZRA TAFT BENSON, SPECIAL INQUIRY. BUREAU ON NOV TWENTYFOUR 
LAST REQUESTED INVESTIGATION BENSON, RECENTLY SELECTED FOR 
CABINET POSITION, AND INSTRUCTED OFFICES ASSIGN ONLY THOROUGHLY 
EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL, INVESTIGATION RE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, 
ASSOCIATIONS, ABILITY, AND QUALIFICATIONS TO OCCUPY HIGH GOVERNMENT 
POSITION. BUREAU INSTRUCTS CA?E BE AFFORDED IMMEDIATE AND 
CONTINUOUS ATTENTION UNTIL COMPLETED, UTILIZING SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL 
TO PREVENT ANY DELAY. GET OUT ANY NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE. 
DO NOT USE AIR TEL. FIVE COPIES OF REPORT ARE TO. BE SUBMITTED 
IMMEDIATELY TO BUREAU UNDER SEPARATE COVER BEARING A SPECIAL TAG 
TO THE ATTENTION OF ASSISTANT DIRECTOR A. TO SEN. AFFORD THIS CASE 
HIGHEST PRIORITY. WHO-S WHO LISTS BENSON AS MEMBER EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, BOARD OF TRUSTEES AMERICAN INSTITUTE CO DASH OP, SINCE 
FORTYTHREE, AND AS VICE CHAIRMAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE COOPERATION SINCE FORTYTHREE. SEE WHO-lpWHO FOR 
ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INPO. MR. J. KENNETH STERN, *' PRESMJNT ^ 
1 1 AMERICAN INSTITUTE OP COOPERATION, CAN BE CONTACTED AT SIX ZEB$ ONE 

'south pugh st.,., state college/ pa., telephone state coliSIe 

jj I SEVEN THREE ZERO- ZERO, THIS WEEK. INTERVIEW. 
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fESSSAL BUREAU OF JNVESTJGATWft 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSI1M 

SOHTW SECTION 
NOV 26 ]9g 
TELETYPE 





URGENT 



AM 



Mr* Trtlson 

Mr. La<M 

PTr. rCf-iiols^ 
Mr. Behwmfc. 

rji*. k • ax. 



Mr. Ticwy. _ 

Mr. 2tt.-hr. „ 

Sir. W^afsrrowd- 

Ttle. Roura. 

Mr. HoUpriiau 



FM BUTTE 

Director fbi 

EZRA TAFT BENSON. SPECTAI TMrmrnv 

STATISTS Bnt BIR ™ REC0M BUREAU 0F V "A 

STATIS.IC, BOISE, IDAHO, BENSON BELIEVED BORN WHITNEY, !DAHO 

EIGHTEEN NINETYEIGHT OR NINETYNINE. 0N BIRTH RECORD OF BENSON-S 
CHILD LOCATED BOISE, IDAHO, BENSON AND WIFE BOTH LISTED BIRTHPLACE 
AS LOGAN, TAH. 0„ U RC„ ffiCORDS^™ WARD, FRANKLIN STAKE, 
PRESTON, IDAHO, FORWARDe(«l7 LAKE 7^ YEAR flG0 „ CARE OF 
HISTORIAN-S OFFICE, LDS C^sTC' SLC mm BIRTH 
CHURCH RECORDS. 

WYLY 

SLC ADVISED 
END AND ACK PLS 



1-17 PM OK FBI WA MLT 
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tJASpftTGTGO AlID jSMCAGO^PROM \5ASH PIELD 



11-26-52 



26 



7:45 P.M. 



IRECTOR HID SAO URGEMT 
E2EA TAPT BEESOU, SPECIAL INQUIRY. BUREAU OIT HOT TlvEITTYPOUR LAS 03 
REQUESTED EiTOESTIGATIOS OP BEHSOIT, BECSTT CABINET SELECTION, AND 
INSTRUCTED OPPICES ASSIGN ONLY THOROUGHLY EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL TO 
ETVESTIGATION RE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, ASSOCIATIONS, ABILITY, AND 
QUALIFICATIONS TO OCCUPY HIGH GOVERNMENT POSITION. UNNECESSARY TO 
CONDUCT NEIGHBORHOOD OR EDUCATION INVESTIGATIONS . BUREAU INSTRUCTS 
CASE BE AFPOEDED IMMEDIATE AMD CONTINUOUS ATTENTION UNTIL COMPLETED, 
UTILISING SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL 20 PREVENT ANY DELAY. SET OUT AMY 

f 

NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE. DO EOT USE AIRTEL. PIVE COPIES OP 
REPORT ARE TO BE SENT I121EDIATELY TO BUREAU UNDER SEPARATE COYER • \ 
BEARIiTG A SPECIAL TAG TO THE ATTENTION OP ASSISTANT DIRECTORA. 
ROSEN. APPORD THIS CASE HIGHEST PRIORITY. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 



RE BENSON AVAILABLE III T ;JHOS WHO. ACQUAIITTA1ICE SUGGESTS 
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HOME ADDRESS 



BE CONTACTED. 



HOOD MlO« SL- 



EET :MAD 
77-40187 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



3FoEm No. x 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Bt8E£U 



REPORT MADE AT 

PHILADELPHIA 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 

11-36-52 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

11-26-52 


REPORT- JMADE BY 

DAVID W. HREEN (AJGH) 


TITLE 

EZRA TAFT BENSCN 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: * - ' * 

J# RENNETS STm* President, Aaerlcaa Institute of 
Cooperation^ advises he become acquainted with. EZRA 
JAFT BMSCN 20 years ago and has been closely 
associated with him for past 10 yearet Since August, 
1952* BENSON has been SXSBH's superrisor in £EC* 
STEER describes BENSO? as possessing the highest 
standards of character* BENSON is a good administra- 
tor i has a brood background in eoaicndos* and is well . 
respected ty the farm organisations in the IT« S» - fully 
qualified for a high position in T7« S* Gorernmentt 
BENSCR is a loyal American of unquestionable associates* 

- RDO • 

REFERENCE* Washington Field teletype to Philadelphia 11-26-62. 
DETAILS* Ihe interview wi-lfr JT. KENNETH STEM was conducted by SA 
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At State College^ Pa« 

J. KENNE2H STERN, President, American Institute of Cooperation, 
744 Jackson Place, Northwest, Washington, D. C«, was contacted at 610 
South Pugh Street and advised that he first became acquainted with EZRA 
TAFT BENSCN approximately 20 years ago while he Was employed in the Ex- 
tension Department of the Pennsylvania State College at ifcich time BENSON 
held a similar position with the Hiiversity of Idaho, STERN stated that 
he has been a close acquaintance of BENSCN during the past 10 years while 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE 



1 - PHILADELFHlA- ; (62-S08l) 



COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

' s y bureau'"" 5 '' 3 " '/ 




DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOA 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

"& U. S. GOVERNMENT PIUNTIHG^OFFICE 16 — 59255-2 



&Y THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED, OUTSIDE OF 



l>ofe ;haTe>o©Ji working ito Wa^liigtm/ , *M Vioe^Chairttan of <&e \ . 
Board since August, 1962, BEHSOT has been SIEEK^s iimediate, supervisor 
in tfre American Institute of Cooperatiqrw 7 

''V- STERN described BESS CK as possessing the highest standards, of 
pharacter and said; that ho would not have been selected for hie present 
position with th<* Hormcct Qiuroh had hie character not bean excellent* 
Re said' that BENSON is a good ^<toinii5.tratpj* r has aVbroad^feaelc^omd in \ 
eo enemies, a«;d is well respected /by 13ie f am organisations in the Hii ted 
States* P STgRH considers BEHSOT'to he well qualified in: every respect \ 
for a highly rea Sensible; p^itiqDL irilh, the Federal Governments 

SlMf; said iivet B^S<» is a loyal Aaerican end has new had 
any reason to qfces ti on loy&*y of any . of BENSCN* s oo iatee dur infc 

..the ;pw£<*i;they hare hem ao^indbed* ^ ■ '-, V-\ * : ^\ ; '*:\>. - 



injg BEK30S, 



cancltBiiatt t SWUf stai^d he hi&d; ^o; reseryaU<»s in repctoend^" 



1- : 



, ■ ?. . * ■ 



Rtt C 



'..\\ 



.... ■ \ ^ ; v,.,. - 1 ? 



w 



J4 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVESTtGATtOH 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

s«m@t« section 





FBI SALT LAKE CITY 
DIRECTOR 



11-26-52 

URGENT 



11-57 PM 



RLB 




EZRA TAFT BENSON, SI. RE WASH FIELD TELETYPE THIS DATE, RUC REPORT 
SUBMITTED TODAY PRIOR T0 RECEIPT OF RE TEL. CLYDE C. EDMONDS INTER VEIWED 
DURING INVESHGATION BUT ERNEST L. WILKINSON WAS NOT INTERVIEWED. 
ADVIgEjan^ QE REPORT HAVING BEEN S UBMITTED IF ^^ 3. 
ICATION AND REPORT DESIRED REFLECTING TMTFB VICT WITH HT , 

• C0R MgLJtjg...._ — ' — r 



END 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No* X . ' 

THJS CASE ORIGINATED AT JDREAU- 



REPORT MADE AT . 



J DATE WHEN 

MiAOF. 

11/28/52 



PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

ll/2li-26,28/52 



TITUS 



T£FT BENSON' 



REPORT MADE BY 



PAUL E* .TCWEE 



FK 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



SPECIAL INQUIRY 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



^Employment, as Executive Secretary^ National Council of- 
Farmer Cooperatives from 1939 to 191*1* verified. Co-workers 
and acquaintances comment favorably. No pertinent, 
identifiable security information at CIA* OSI, CSg > % 
HC0A and OKI negative* Inf oimation :f rom Passport, and 
Security Divi sions, State Department, set forth* . ! 
Favorable credit record* . Criminal files MH> and records 
Kontgpmesgr County H> at Bockville; Jtaryia.hd*. negative. ' " . 
Information from : traffic files MPD set forth* ... 



it / * Bureau ;t^leplionfe call -of November 2)4, 1952 . ; . \ 
DETAILS:, AT WASHINGTON, D: C.V -\ ?. ; v ' ^ "//"". - '*.'- 

* , Mtsu TBEDA t)OUCH> Treasurer, National Council, of Farmer 
Cooper^tiyes,;?Mf Jackson Plate, N* W. .advised Mr. BENSON was employed 
by this organization at Washington , Di C > as its /Executive Secretary 
from, 1939 .until. \9hk and; that he left* this ' organitsation because^ he- 
received ^a . -call from ' the .Church < of J esus Christ of ; latter Day - Saints 
to' serve on its gdverning'^oard*. She advised she has /been acquainted' 
■with ^; :BENSON .for approximately twenty years ;;and that she served' as . 
,his personal secretary during the time he wa^" employed as the Executive 
.Se*retai^ of the National Council of * Farmer ^Cooperatives* - ■ 



APPROVED AMD 
FORWAnDKt) 



- special Agent, 

IN CHARGE 



« COPIES OF T*J IS REPORT ' A ^ <f . 

$ .4 Bureau - : ^y-.-i 

i 

: i Washington Field (77~U0l87) 




1 .PROPERTY OF FSl— THIS CONFIDENT J At REPORT'AND ITS CONTENTS, ARE LOANED m'YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE -DISTRIBUTED OlfrSlDE-OF 
I AGE«CY TO WHICH LOANED; * ' ^ 




W-0.77-UO187 , .J * / / \ • . . * ' 

Mrs* COUCH described" Mr* BENSOK as a very conservative person 
who has a lot of courage and will ~*stand by: his convictions*" ' She' said 
Mr* BENSON has very, high standards, of character and that he is a very 
capable person, Mrs • * COtJCH stated she regards Mr* SANSON 1 s loyalty to 
the United States as being above reproach and she said she would 
recommend him .very highly for the position for .which he has been 
selected by President-elect EISENHCWER ♦ 
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|» National Council for Farmer - 

Cooperatives, ,71*4' Jackson Place, S* W. , advised he met Mr* BENSON in 
19U3 and worked with him at the National 4 Council: of Farmer Cooperatives 
from Sbout l?l£ until March 19% when Mr* BENSON, left the organization* - 
' He advised th at .since then he has seen Mr* , BENSON on . an average of about 
Once a year* | " |d esdribed Mr* BENSON as a "top flight person 1 ?, 

and as .a rigid moralist and he stated M r*; BENSON is a person of 
unquestionable character and -integrity* | | stated Mr * BENSON 

is pretty much intolerant; of any influences that tend to undermine our 
, government and that Mr*. BENSON, has. a very high - regard for the itoerican '" : 
form 'of government* the , American people,, .arid opportunity dn America* 
He concluded by/ saying he regards" Mr* BENSON as being .as thoroughly 
dmbued with American ideals as 'any person of whoiii he r can think.' ' \ . 



^CQUAIffl&NCES 



] advised SA 



that he first -met Mr, BJs!l*BU« 



in 193? when "Mr*- BENSON came t*o Washington, 3V.C*.* as ^eeutive Secretaiy 
of the National Council of farmer Cooperatives* /" He^ .advised that 'in 19liCT 
the Momon Church created the Washington Stake and - that Mr*. /BENSON ' " ; ' 
became President of this, S take and served in that capacity until 19hk 
whence. yetted to Utah* | I / '[ 



stated he. has never known anyone 1^10 has higher* 
standards of personal conduct , : honesty, arid , integrity than ; Mr • -BENSON* 
s^id lip'. BENSOi? is a good le ader arid that h e has the natural ability; : 



He 



to get along well with people* 
is known as an agricultural marke ting spec: 



is a person of good associations*- 



mi 



remarked that. Jfav BENSON 
st and he stated. Mr. BENSON 



1' 



pointed 'put 'that the 



philosophy 6£ the ' Moiwon Church- would preclude xtislpyalty and ; he _ said ' 
tie considers Mr* ^BENSON to, be; w'a thousand per cent ijnerican«>. 



VFO 77^0X87- 



. The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN 



fa * f^>< v _ ^^i%SSSt 



EDGAR R. ERCSSAIffi^ Commissioner, United; States Tariff 
.Commission, advised that he originally met ytr* BENSON -when the latter 
was a student at Brigham Young University where ^Dr* BROSSAHD was head 
of a departments After completing his education at Brigham Young . * 
University Mr* BENSON attended an Iowa Agricultural fcllege in pursuit 

..of his masters degree and still later did graduate work at at University 

■ in California* Dr. BR03SARD followed Mr* BENSON * : s- activities from 
there to the University of Idaho Extension Division where .Mr* BSNSON 

'was employed 'for ni)rie years : as - a Fam Marketing Specialist*, .His record - 
as such was excellent so much so-that he was called to fill the, position 
of Executive Secretary of the National^ Council of Farrier Cooperatives 
with "headquarters in Washington, . D» C* Relating an instSnbe which - 
might better portray Mr* BENSON 1 s character, £r* BROSSAHD pointed out 

' : that- -pridr 7 to Mr#. BENSON %& acceptance of the position of Executive . 
Secretaiy of the National Council' of Farmer Cooperatives, he advised j 
the Board of\that' organization -that, he wahted.it understood that he 
did hot drink nor did he seirve drihks* . He did not smoke' nor. dicLhe ... ' 
believe in working, on Sunday according to the tenets pf his religion^ 
Thereupon he advised, thfe Board that if anything Iji his line . of duties 
as Executiye; Secretary of that organization called 'fo^ a . breach of thes.e • ' 

- principals : he ttould not accept the' position* The Board advised him that V 
they, were well 4 aware of his religious background and.; good personal habits 
and that as a matter of' £apt thaJfc was one of the qualifications they - 
considered in ofieHng hiur the posit ion,. .Regarding Kr.- BENSON* s loyalty ' > ; 
•to *thb United States/ Br /;BR0SSARD' pointed out that both he and BENSOf} .. 

- are active members and- officials in the Mormon Church* - Dr*- kROSSARD ' 
explained .that part ot the religious, teachings of that Church describe 
pne^s loyalty to the United Sthte^ as a basic concept of that religions 
Dr^ BROSSAHD has. heard^Mr* BENSON deliver at least tw§nty*five sermons 
on the subject of loyalty to. the United States, and. regards him as a^ 
vigorous supporter pf our constitutional form of government and our V > ^ 

: 'independent,. f*ee, individual' ecbnorajv^ " - * % X ./V : /; 

* \f * * 

' ' - '* . pr* BROSSARD described BENSON as sincere, honest, forthright:'; 
. and one who is respected for his knowledge , of agricultural problems by ' > ' 
/both Republicans- and democrats ^ .evidenced by. ths fact thatfcoth parties^ 
\. have called on him in * the past . concerning, such, problems because -they ' 

realised 15r» BENSON will give a straight forward answer to the question 
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■I : pr.. BROSSAHD recalled that Mr* BENSON was a member of 

President, RoosevelVs Advisory Beard concerning . agricultural matters 
and though he is no longer on the staff .'of th^ National; Council of. 
Farmer . Ooopei*atives, he still maintains an active interest \ in the * 
organization and attefnds their annual meetings* , .* 

Dr. BROSSARD advised that Mr* BENSOK was; President of the ' 
Washington, D* C* Stake in the Mormon Church from approximately. 
15^0 to 19 hk and left' Washington, J)* C# and ecgployment in the 
National Council of Farmer Cooperatives to accept an appointment 
'in -the Quorun 6f Twelve -Apostles, described hy pr, BROSSARD. as one 
of the highest of f ices lix /the Mormon Churoh* <At\this point pr» ; 
BROSSARD Remarked that although an appointment in the $uorun of ./ 
, the Twelve Apostles does not entail a salary , Mr* BENSON, because 
of "his sincere. belief in his religion resided from his salaried 
position, in the National Cpuncil of Farmer Cooperatives to Accept 
his present' appointment as, a t Member of- t v he Quorum of Twelve Apostles 

; ^ h V Dr ♦ BROSSARD has r *iet thousands ' of ;$r\ BgNSQN, 1 s ' close ■ ... 
friends arid associates and at no tike has ;he heard one word .spoken 
against Mr* BENSON in a disparaging ,sense. ^ ; ' ■ " : ** - 7 - ; : \ [ 

'V." . " He described Mr* BENSOS as : being opinionated but'one who 
takes , good cbunsel and. moreover one who . is extremely cooperative . 
and straight forward* - ■" 

' ' . . . ' : . * Dr i" 'BROWARD;' concluded fhis r emarks by - referring: t o Mr i 
* BENSON as one of the finest choices for a cabinet off ice oh. .the \; : "\ 
basis of character > integrity, sincerity and • conplete lo^lty %p : 
/the United States* , - ' - ' : . " J ' 

": : •■• '." ■ . ' . - - : \ ■" ; '' - • 

-/ Senator ^THUR 4 ; V* WATKINS, State Of Utah, advised th^t 
Vboth he and the appointee are Republicans of long standing and 
"Senator ^TKINS personally rreconmiended MrV MNSb)i tb General; - 
EISE^CWER for a cabinet position*;- He has ,known : Mr* BENSOK for 
twenty-five years by reputation and* for; the last* twelve • years . as . v ; ; 
a personal acquaintance and fellow officer, in the Mormon Church* , { 
Senator WATKINS is Resident of a Stake of that Church r in' Utah ^ 
and; MxV; BENSON is a : meaiber of the Qxforum of Twelve Apostles, de^ 
scribed by Senator WATK1NS as one of the highest offices of : that 
religion^ \ < s • vV^ p V' r \ \\ . .<■ '... { ' ' ,vY 



; Senator VATJCEHS has ■ met Mr. BEfflSOH on many occasions', 7 \ . . 
±?l firmly convinced 'that he has a f ull 'knowledge of Mr. ;BENSON*s ^ 
views and in this respect, he regards hiid as extremely aati^CorcmuztisW * 
founding' on Mr. BENSON'S loyalty Senator WATKINS advisee! that ^ ; • ■ 
Mr*. BENSON is without questioh a devoted member of the Church of ;> 
J esus Christ pf Latter Day Saints and one of the principals of 
that Church is that ttoe constitution of the United States was .} . * v 
founded by men Tjho A were divinely inspired* Accordingly, 'Sector ! 
■WATKXNS regards /loyalty : as ; an a^tiaall^part^ of JfcV BENSON 1 s religiqiu - 

He described Kri BENSON/ as one of the -best* ; ^riculturalists 7 
in the United/States. Mr. .BENSON received MS background in _ v the I 

/ field not only in recognized universities but also as~ a farm hand 
on/his father's farm in southern Idaho. He described Mr.. BENSON* s . 
family as outstanding citizens who are a credit not only to Mr* 

\ $ENSOSr but/to; the- United States, as: well*. , >' - »; ; - ' 

\ Seriator WATKINS concluded, his remarks by' recbitoending / ; / 
^Mr. BENSON .as an outstanding, choice for, a cabinet position* / ; V : ". . 



"•V . 
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IgSGELLAlgEOUS . 

, SA ROBBRT J. McKEHHAU caused a check -bo be made of the records 
of the Central- Intelligence Agency and was advised i^hese records contained 
no pertinent security information identifiable with EZRA TAFT BENSON. 

SE HERBERT L. MQNAHAN, Jr„ caused, a. check' to be made of the 
records of the Headquarters, Office of Special Investigation, Department : 
of- the Air' Force, and was 1 advised these records contained no information 
concerning EZRA, TAFT BENSON. ^ \ : 

SE JOHN J ? LANDERS caused a check 4o be made of the records of, 
the Central Of fice^ Investigation Division, U. S. Civil Service Commission 
and was advised these records contained ho information concerning EZRA 
TAFT BENSON. > • * " ' . : ■ ' 



SE 



reviewed the records of the House Committee 
on. Un-American Activities and found no record of EZRA TAFT BENSON or his 
wife in these records. 



SE 



caused a .check to be made* of the records of 
the Office of Naval Intelligence and was advised tjiese ^epotda contained 
ho information concerning EZRA TAFT BENSON*, x /\> - " - * 

The Passport 'Records of the U* S. Depa rtment . of State in the r 
custody of the National Archives, reviewed by SA | | • \ 

disclosed the follox^ing -information. 

: EZRA TAFT BENSON, born August 1^ 1899, at : V 
. ttfhitney, Franklin County, Idaho , was issued 
. , * Passport Number f>63^6 on June 21, 1921, by 

the United States Department of .State, at 
Washington, : D » : :C«., for proposed travel in 
' the British 'isles for the purpose of "Church \ ' t 

" - m " Missionary Work. «' \. * ' , - / 



# 



0 



On his application .for the above pas sporty dated June J_l, 
1921 j Mr. BSNSOM's -residence Tias listed as being at TChitney, Idaho;, 
and his occupation was shown as damning, ,. - /. , . , '■ r \ 

■ / A letter dated June .7^ 1921, - from the-ELrst Presidency 
of the Church of : Jesus Christ .of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake. . 
City/utah, disclosed Jfti 'BEHSQH '"to"be one'of "the regularly., , 
appointed ministers of the Ghurch ,qf tatter-day Saints*-"^ , ; : . ; _ ; , 

\ : : . ' E2KA TA?T '.BEKfSON; the bearer of Passport Number £63lt6, 
- which was issued by, the- United States Department of State on , 
^June 21/1921, was issued Emergency 'Passport Number l£6£ on ■ \ 
November 16^ 1923 y . by th£ America ..Embassy, London, England, for': 
proposed, travel In "Ore at Britain, Ireland, France, ',3witserland, : 
Belgium, Holland,. Geimtoyy -Italy, Austria,, and Czechoslovakia,; .,. 
for the purpose of. "JEmbarkatipn and Travel en -.route the ' . 
United States of America. r w . : ; . ■■ 1 ■ ' . . * . . 1 \ 

■ \,;> " pn his application^ 
d&teVj3ove^ shown as farmer- 

. and his. permanent residence tfas 'listed, as- being ^t vJhitney, Idaho,; 

This appXicatipri .indicated' he ; had .resided' outside of the United, , 
. States, in England, : from July, ;192l> until th£. d#te -of the ;,, ■ t . 
' application and th^t,a$ of ' November 2, 1923, he was released'' * : 
. from service in the ^Mission in England of the- Church , of Je$4$ : ^; • / : 
: Christ ofVLatter-day Saints*. . \ \ . J ; . - " ; 

L . ; ^ i % * The ; above -records aontaised no adciltiohal^pertiiient h 

: information; c ; - ■ 

■ ' \; 7 ; \The files of th$ Pa ssport ^Division,* U nited States ^Depart- 
ment, of .£tate, "reviewed by SA 

. following information;' • ,\ 



"disclosed the.-. ^ *■ " * , / 

... * ■ -■ <• \. " \ : ' v-v ' b7C 



, EZRA TAFT BENSON r was' issued Passport Number. 30539 oxt 
January ;l|,, 19k&i ?or proposed two year# .travel to 
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England, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, 
Sv'/itzerland, Germany, Austria, France, and Czechoslo- - 
r ; vakia, as a Church Missionary* 

\ fc \ ; . *^is Passport was issued valid for one year and was 
not made valid for travel t9 Germaijy or Austria or 
v any country outside the Western Hemisphere, except 

the British Isles, France, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, 
Netherlands i Belgium, Switzerland, and Czechoslovakia, 
; for Missionary Work, Ireland and necessary countries 
en route* 

• . •. On his application for the above passport,: dated 

December 28, l9h$, Mr* BENSON stated he was born August']*, 1899, ' 
at jitney, Idaho, and that his permanent residence was 1389 
Harvard Avenue, Salt lake City> Utah. He indicated that he had 
resided outside of the United States from 19.21. to 1923, and 
stated Jiis previous passport, issued in Washington in 1921; 
had been lost* ' •-' .". ' 

V '•• He listed his father as GEORGE TAFT BENSON, born at \ ' 

togari, Utah, in June, 1878,, and deceased, arid he listed his 
mother as SARAH JSWM . BENSON, bom at Franklin, Idaho,, on . 
June .20^ 1881, and deceased, v . ' " 

. / His occupation was given as Missionary and President 
. 'Pf*he; ; European Mission-, L»D.S V church, and on the Passport • 
i Application Mr. BENSON stated he intended to depart, from New York 
City on February,:!* 19i;6* ' - w ;.• .? 

• . . A letter. dated December 2?, i9l&, from - the First. . 
Presidency, Church of . Jesus Christ of latter Day Saints, certified 
, that Mr , BENSON had been .designated "to take a mission to Europe 
in connectipniwith problems doncernirig the feeding,- clothing 

V aind., housing • of members ,of '.the Church in war devastated areas 
and to supervise the handling of materials : already sent to those 

"areas* ■ ,~ ■ .~ -i. * "-. ... ' " : i; • 

On January k, 19U6, the U. S* Department of State' 
. advised; the French and British Embassies and the DairfsMi legation, • 
all. in • Washington, ' D» C*, that expeditious attention concerning • . 
the issuance of the respective visas would be. appreciated 
regarding Mr*, ' BENSON • S itrip, which' was deemed to be in the.national 
interest of the respective Governments and .this Government* >. . 
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On January 19^6, Mr* BENSON requested, , by letter, 
the riecess^iy perTnissiori- to travel in Austria and Germany, pointing 
out that his purpose ^as : to visit the manbership of the ,Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to administer to their- 
spiritual and tmporal needs* He said he proposed to arrive there, 
about February 19^6, 'and did not plan: to visit any factories 
or business concerns, arid planned to use Army facilities &t ho 
cost to the Government, for his proposed two months stay in those 
countries* He indicated his European address wuid be li# 
Nightingale Lane, London S*W* 12, andLhe gave his permanent 
address in the United .States as the L«D«S* Church Office Building, 
' jil East Sbutfe Temple Street, Salt Lake Ci^/.Utah*- 

v 1 On January X9U6, Mr* i&kWHM Ji ,CONNSELY > secretary \ 
to the President, The White House, directed a memorandum t o Mr» 
■ DE&flf AC HBSOM. the Acting Secretary, of State, advising that | \ 
I I of Uiah> had requested Presi dential approval of Mr* 

^BSNSONiS passport and authority to enter the occupiedzohes in 
Europe/, TfrLs memorandum stated it; was desired that BQ?« BENSON ■ ;„ 
be accorded the same privileges; granted to represetitat^ve^ of ' s : 
other denominations and it bears a notation » The President has - - 
o:x^d this." , : / - • • - /" /v' ":' . "/ . / • "W*" 

; On January 8y l?i|6, Mr. DEAN ACHE^ON^ the Acting , : / ' ^ 
Secretary of State, transmitted a memorandum to 7 ifcv GONNELCff 
at The. White House, 'advising that a telegram would fae sent to . 
, : the i^erican\ Diplomatic Jlissions v in the^coimtries, whifch Mr* - 
. • BEHSON^int ended to : visit so that- appropriate, assistance might ; 
^be rendered; tQ< him, l^. American Representatives* f ' ->\J- ' V 

• \ On, January 22, 19ii6, Passport Number : 30$39 was ; validated 
toiinclude, Germaiy iand Austria** ./ \ . . \\y ... ^ . 

>> On. February S, -l?i*6, Mr. BENSON fried Application for. . - 

, registration, as an toericah citizen at the American Embassy at , , " 
-London, atating .that he had resided in ^gland, since Febru^/U,.- 
19U6* On this application' he listed " his : wife-' a§. -FJCQRA-. Af , BESSpN,. , 



nee AMUSSEN, born July 1, 1901, at logany Jftafr. to whgffl he was' 
married on September 1Q« 1926« He listed | ks 
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> - , On May '!27f'.19i*6j, a t the. American Embassy at London, 
England, ibv BENSON'S passport was- validated to include Hinland^, 
. Palestine, Lebanon, Sfcrria*, Egypt, South Africa, British East 
Africa, and necessary countries en route* . ' , • 

On July 8, 19i*6, at London, this passport was validated 
to include Poland, to expire on January l?li7« "a 

In a letter^ dated November 1$, 19l|6j at London, Mr*. 
BENSON 'expressed to Mr. DEAN ACHESOU,, Iftider-Seoretary of State, 
his deep appreciation for the latter *s help and the splendid 
cooperation received f^om the/American Embassies in th« countries 
of Europe*' He, added he planned a trip to severial countries ■ 
on the continent beginning November 19> and that he would then 
return to London and depart >f or the united States tor plane on , 
December 10* *. * r ' * **"'•*. 1 ; ■ v ' ' .* 

V . .. : - * > . v \ 4 ^ J ". ■ ; . .• .;• ' 

1 V The above files contained no further pertinent 
.information concerning EZRA XA^T BENSON.; ' ' ' ; * 

The files of the Security Division, United States, " 
Department of State, reviewed by the writ er contained a "Request 
For Investigation Data" form dated October 3l> 1952, signed by \ 
EZRA: TAFT BENSON, born August 1899, at tfhitney, Idaho* A 
review of this fpim disclosed the follbwing information concern- ± 
; irig-himir^ V : >V v\ -<!/•'; ;,' / /.> ■: !" •« -\ 

;x" He last attfended high schpol at the Oneida Stake- Apademy, \'/.- 
- - now Preston High School, at Preston, Idaho* * / 

He attended the Utah > State Agricultural College, Logan, 
: Utah, from 1918 to 1921 ahd specialised in. Animal Husbandly* 

He attended Brigham Young Ohiversi ty , ".. Pr ovo, TJtah, from \ 
f l925 'to 1926y and Received a B«S#. degree from that . 
university irt 1926* He also sipecialized xn Animal / 
: Husbandry at that university. » - 

• He, attended Iowa State Cpllege* v Ames, Iowa, from 1926 
to 1927* and received a S# degree from that college 
V ia I927 f tte/speoialized at, that college in Agricultural 
]r -* Economics*};*' -y L \\ • v- •; ; f/ : * ; ' V. '"V,. • 
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He attended the diversity of California, Berkeley, 
; California, from 1?37 t.<* 1938, during nrhich time he 
specialized in Marketing. ? I. v 

v During the summers from 1918 to 1921, Mr* BENSON was 
, self-employed as a farm operator and live stock feeder 
' at Whitney, Idaho. 

From 1?21 ; to 1923, he did educational and missionary 
irork in Europe for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-/ 
dajr Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

* Tjusing the summers front 1923 to 1928, he iwas self- 
employed as a farm and ranch operator at Whitn^r, 
Idaho # ( 1 • 

From 1929 to 1930,. he >as employed as County Agricultural 
Agent, University of Idaho. Extension Service, Preston, , 
. ..Idaho, . ;> : - ' ""' ' ' 7,"' ';. 

Frbitf 1°30 to. 1939, he yds I employed as an Agricultural 
Economist and; Meeting Specialist, University: of Idaho, 
.'Boise, Idaho. ; '/ Vj 

' From I9hk to 19U£, he, was a member, Council pf 'Twelve,' 
Church of Jesus Ghrist of Latter-day Saints, Salt. Late 
City, Utah* ; . •'• "•. •'';.,"' 

, ' ; ,. Since; 19U7, he has been a- Member, Council 'of Twelve, 
• '- Church of Jesus Cln^st Latter-day Saints. . ■ . 

.-, From 19l*2 to 19hk, he resided at $00$ Edgemobr Lane, - 
Bethesda, Maryland^ - [ . ' 

* : From l9hk to . 19U5* he resided at 1389 , Harvard Avenue, . 
Salt Lake City, Utah; . 

■ During- 19i*6^ He resided at 6 Horshoe Yawl* Brookstreet, 
Mayfair j London, England* „"•''.'• 

Since 19U7, he has resided at 1389 Harvard Avenue, Salt 
; Lake City, Utah, " ' ■'*••".. 
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The, above files contained no unfavorable information 
concerning EZRA;TAET BENSON* * \- 

The records of the, Credit Bureau, Incorporated, . 
Washington, D* CU, contained a report dated February 18, 19k3> on 
Mr* BMSON and his wife, which listed their address as 500£ J&gemoor 
iane, Bethesda^ Maryland • This .report indicated that Mr. and Mrs. ^ * . 
BENSON had previously resided at £1|12 Allen Road, Westgate, Maryland; < 
Rural Route 2, Boise,- Idaho; and. at Preston^ Idaho*- The report, dis- 
closed, a satisfactory credit rating for" Mr. and Mrs. BENSON . . > ? 



SE 



|caused "a check, to be ,jnade of the records 

of the Mbntgomeiy County Police Department, Rockville, Maryland, 
and .was advised -that these records* contained no information 
conceiving Mr. "BENSON, his wife, or their children. 

- The "criminal files of the, Metropolitan Police Department, 
Washington, >D», C, and the files of ttie fitffitti.al ' Investigations, Squad 

of that Department, were checked by SB| f and found, 

to contain no'. record; of Mr. BENSON, his .wife or their children. , 

The Traffic Files of th6 M^f.ynnni i tan Police. Department, 
Washington,' D* C.J were/ checked by 5E | l and found to Y 

cqntai no record of ;aLny traffic violations for Mr . r BMSCN * s children 

.or his wife* : ,^ . • ^ - ^ 



* ' - The Traffic files of the Metropolitan Polic e Department, 
¥ a shington, D. C, as checked by SE | and the waiter 

disclosed, the following, information r" — . 

' . On April 22,, 1939 > one EZRA TAFT BMSON of Route #U, " .* - 

«Boise, Idaho, who .was described as being- 39 rears old,, white/ * 
married, a Secretary, and the holder of Idaho* Permit Number^ 
100693,- was .given a ticket for a, parking* violation. Disposition : 
w as shown as the forfeiture of $5.00 collateral* 

• ' - On. October 19* 1939^ oirie EZRA BMSON of 500£ Edgmoore 
Lane/ Bethesda, Maryland, who was described as being i|0 years _ old,' 
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vwhite, n>arried 5 and a Secretary, itas given, a .picket for a 

- parking violation* Disposition was shown as • the forfeiture of ; 
$3»00- collateral,' \. . • - : . ^ ! \\ •'- " 

•• •• • . ■' . ' „ ". . . ' , , . " ••• .• . 

*' /•' on flay 27," 19k0,_ onVEZM- t&FT BEBSON of Bethesda^ 

Maryland, who was described as being ifi years old, white, 
married, a Secretary, and the holder of Maryland permit number 
811109, was given a ticket on a charge of "Fast auto $0 MPH - \ 
Calvert St, Bridge." Disposition -was shown as "Fined $10«00*; 

" :- ; Ion December ;17, X9lH, one EZRA. TAFT BENSON of £00$ " 
Edg emore £ane, Bethesda, Maryland, who was described as being . 
U2 years bid, white,, married, a .Secretary, and the holder 0%. 
Maryland permit Number 811109 was given. a ticket on a charge. : 
of "Fast Auto 36 Disposition was shown as the forfeiture 

of §10«00 collateral*; ' : V •, ..." ' / 

:/ ; - - 0a l&rcb 8, 19U2, one EZRA T&ET BENSON, of 1$05 Edgemoor: 
iahe," Beihesda , -Maryland, who ^as described as 'being iv3 years' 1 
oX&i rfiite, married, a Secretary, and the ^holder of Maryland 

- PsrmiV Number SlllO?, was given a ticket on a charge of "Fast \ 
/Auto 38 I^B^^V'^^^^^^s shown iis the forfeitui^ of 

$15*00 collateral*. : : * • V"\ . • -/ /, >: 

\£A>.'- ;. Cto ^-.17> ^?U3,f on4 TAFT BBiS'Ol? q£ .500^ ^Edge- 

'moor Xane, Bethesday Mainland, who was described as. being 1*3 :; 
years old, ^iite, maxxied, a -Secretary, and ths hplder of V 
Maryl^id Permit Number $1110^, was given a ticket on a charge ; 
of *'F£&ling Lock Ignition impounded V* #e, posted $J>« P0 
collateral and disposition was shown as "Elects ^To Forfeit** 

• The Bureau, has advised that a search of the C entral V 
Piles of th^FSI has been made arid . np information /of a - >. 
dero gatory n^ure cone exnii^g loyalty whicb cpuld be^ identified 
with th& applicant was "founds ; : ; * ./'•/• V V 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA DAVID 

W. MURRAY : 

At BOISE, IDAHO 

BIRTH DATA 



The "Idaho Daily Statesman" newspaper for November 25, 
1952, related that BENSON was born in Whitney, Idaho, August 4, 
1S99. 

A review of the files of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
State house, Boise, failed to reflect information indicating that 
BENSON* s birth was a matter of record in the State of Idaho. 

EMPLOYMENT 



CARROLL 0. YOUNGSTROM, Associate Director; G. G. ANDERSON, 
Dairy Specialist; and L. M. WILLIAMS, District Agent, all employees 
of the Idaho Extension Service, University of Idaho, Room B~7, State 
House, advised they had known BENSON since 1929 when he was appointed 
County Agent for the Idaho Extension Service at Preston, Idaho. In 
1930, BENSON was transferred from Preston, Idaho, to Boise, Idaho, s 
where he became attached to the Idaho Extension Service as a 
Specialist in Agricultural Economics with emphasis on marketing and 
farm management. In his new assignment, he was often referred to 
as Senior Marketing Specialist. 

YOUNGSTROM, ANDERSON, and WILLIAMS stated that during the 
period from December, 1930 until the spring of 1939, they maintained 
close professional contact and had casual social relations with 
BENSON. In 1939, BENSON was active in assisting in organizing the 
Idaho Cooperative Council, an organization which was classified as 
a conference body of farmer cooperatives which had as its express 
purpose the bringing together of the leaders of farm cooperatives 
to discuss mutual problems and solutions. BENSON became the first 
Secretary of the Idaho Cooperative of the Idaho Cooperative Council 
in 1931, and served in that capacity until the spring of 1939, when 
his outstanding service with the Idaho Cooperative Council led to 
his appointment as Executive Secretary of the National Council of 
Farm Cooperatives, with headquarters at Washington, D. C. 

The above individuals related that they considered BENSON 
an outstanding leader in the agricultural field. They said he was 
an excellent public speaker with exceptional ability to meet the 
general public and sway groups to an understanding and appreciation 
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of his professional farm progranu They said that he was well liked 
by his associates, and during the course of his service with the 
Idaho Extension Service always exercised good judgment* He was 
progressive in his approach to agricultural programs and problems 
but refused to be stampeded into hasty judgments. 

During the course of the above interviews, Y0UNG3TR0M, 
ANDERSON , and WILLIAMS stated that BENSON was a man of outstanding 
character, with no bad habits and one whose morals were unimpeach- 
able and above question. They said he was a loyal American who was 
devoted to his family, church, and country* They said they would 
recommend him without reservation for any position of trust and 
responsibility. 

DAVID A.. STUBBLEFIELD, Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Room 209, State House, who was formerly Superintendent of the 
Branch Experiment Station, University of Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho, 
from 1920 to 1933, advised that he met BENSON in 1930 when BENSON 
was transferred from Preston, Idaho, to the Idaho Extension 
Service office at Boise, Idaho. He said that his contact with 
BENSON during the next few years was strictly professional, but 
he gained the impression that BENSON was an outstanding individual 
in the field of Agricultural Economics and farm management* 
STUBBLEFIELD related that his observation of BENSON'S work con- 
vinced him that BENSON was enthusiastic, possessed of qualities of 
leadership, energetic, and an outstanding man in his field. He 
stated that he would recommend him on the basis of his professional 
acquaintance as a person who could handle any job in his field in 
outstanding fashion. 

SOCIAL ACQUAINTANCES 

JOHN S. PETERSON, 321 Eiden Drive, Internal Revenue Agent 
and formerly a Counselor of the Stake Presidency of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, advised that he has known BENSON 
since 1934, when BENSON became active in the affairs of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at Boise ♦ PETERSON pointed 
out that BENSON 1 s progress in the Church was continuous 4 and rapid 
and in 193& he assumed the presidency of the Boise Stake of the 
Church, which comprised an area extending west in- the Boise Valley 
to, Meridian, Idaho, and as far south as Glenns Ferry, Idaho. 

PETERSON stated that his contact with BENSON during this 
period was extremely close and he had an opportunity to observe 
BENSON'S abilities. He said that BENSON was an outstanding leader 
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in the church activity. In handling church affairs he was thorough,, 
painstaking , conservative , but with progressiveness, and was not 
one to make "snap" judgments. PETERSON stated he considers BENSON 
an outstanding leader, not only in affairs of the church, but in 
the field of farm cooperatives. 

PETERSON stated that he associated closely with BENSON 
during the period from 193^ to 1939 and was impressed with his 
devotion to his family., his friends and his associates. PETERSON 
added that in the field of agricultural economics, with emphasis 
on farm marketing and farm cooperatives, BENSON is an outstanding 
authority and unexcelled. He added that BENSON is a loyal American 
and one whom he would recommend for any position of trust and 
responsibility . 

JOHN A. CARVER, United States Attorney, Post Office and 
Federal Courthouse Building, and PARKER P. CARVER, Assistant Chief, 
Audit Section, Bureau of Internal Revenue, Post Office and Federal 
Courthouse Building, Boise, advised that they had known BENSON from 
childhood when all lived in the vicinity of Whitney, Idaho. In 
the years following they were neighbors, schoolmates and friends. 
PARKER P # CARVER stated that in high school at Preston, Idaho, he 
was a constant companion of BENSON 'and in December, 1930, follow- 
ing the period when they had pursued their educational program at 
different schools, they again resumed their friendship at Boise, 
Idaho . 

Both CARVERS advised that they had worked closely with 
BENSON in the affairs of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, at Boise, Idaho, and found him an individual who exhibited 
outstanding qualities of leadership. They said that he is an 
excellent family man, morally clean, and one who has great respect 
for authority. They characterized him as careful, conservative, 
thorough, and one who would not make a judgment until he had exam- 
ined the problem in thorough detail. 

PARKER CARVER stated that BENSON is a humble man, who 
does not exhibit off iciousness or egotism. Both persons inter- 
viewed pointed out that BENSON is a man who "wears well" and 
commands respect. They said that he would be a credit to any 
organization or organized group, pointing out that he has the 
ability to influence people and command respect. He has the 
knack of delegating authority and inspiring individuals under 
his supervision to do a good job. In commenting about BENSON 1 s 
loyalty, they remarked that his patriotism is above question, 
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and that their recommendation of him for any position would be 
forthright and complete, 

J • EMER HARRIS, 1619 North Eighth Street, who is a 
retired Chief .of Police of Boise City, advised that he has known 
BENSON for the past twenty years and knew his parents and other 
members of the family prior to that time. He said that he had 
associated with BENSON during the period from 1930 to 1939 in the 
affairs of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and 
found him a very capable, loyal, dependable individual. He said 
that he had visited with him socially, and had found him a man of 
exemplary habits, splendid home life and one whose enthusiasm 
and energy was expended not only in the service of the church, but 
also in the activities of the Boy Scouts of America in the Boise 
area. HARRIS pointed out that BENSON has a family of six children 
and remarked that two sons and four daughters were born to the 
marriage union. One son is presently serving as a Chaplain in 
the United States Army and another son is enrolled in Stanford 
University at Palo Alto, California. 

HARRIS remarked that in his years as a law enforcement 
officer and as a resident of the Boise Valley area, he had never 
met a man that he considered more qualified for any position of 
responsibility or trust then BENSON. 

R. E. EDLEFSEN, Mayor, Boise City, and formerly an 
engineer for the Idaho Highway Department from 1930 to 1939, 
advised that he became acquainted with BENSON during that period 
when both occupied offices in the State Capitol Building at Boise. 
EDLEFSEN stated that he was familiar with BENSON'S enthusiastic 
and energetic activity in the affairs of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the program of the Boy Scouts 
of America, and had an opportunity to observe that BENSON'S repu- 
tation for integrity, sincerity, honesty, and loyalty was above 
question. 

EDWARD P. HORSFALL, Special Agent in Charge, Enforcement 
Division, Office of Price Stabilization, 604 North Twenty-fourth, 
advised that he has been acquainted, with BENSON since 1933, when 
he (HORSFALL) was then State Administrator for the Idaho Emergency 
Relief Administration. BENSON at that time was employed by the 
Idaho Extension Service, University of Idaho, and worked closely 
with HORSFALL in the assignment of relief projects to farm groups. 
HORSFALL observed BENSON was a capable administrator, energetic, 
businesslike, and enthusiastic. He stated that he was an excellent 
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public speaker and one who commanded the respect of all groups 
that he addressed. He said that BENSON f s ability to lead indicated 
that he was a forceful executive and one who was able to delegate 
authority, 

HORSFALL stated that he visited socially with the BENSON 
family during the period from 1933 to 1939 and noted that the family 
home life was exemplary, HORSFALL said that BENSON was a splendid 
family man, of exemplary habits and one whose loyalty, morals, and 
character were above reproach. 



in 



1 

1 arftfi 1 . aavisea tnat he has known BENSON for the past 

I I He stated that he considers BENSON an outstanding 

personality who has the ability to lead and inspire confidence 
in persons and groups he contacts. He st ated t hat BENSON is a 
man of integrity, honesty and character. I I remarked that he 
would recommend BENSON for any position that demanded executive 
and administrative ability, and pointed out that his personal 
knowledge indicates that BENSON is an outstanding man in the 
field of agriculture. 

HOWARD M. BALLIF, Business Manager, Statesman Newspapers, 
who resides at I624 Warm Springs Avenue, advised that he has known 
the BENSON family for his entire lifetime, having been reared as 
a neighbor of that family near Whitney, Idaho. He stated that he 
attended public schools with BENSON and was his roommate while 
both were enrolled at Brigham Young University at Provo, Utah. 
He stated that upon his return to Boise, in 1930, he resumed his 
friendly relationship with BENSON and associated with him socially 
until BENSON moved to Washington, D. C, in the spring of 1939. 

BALLIF remarked that BENSON has outstanding qualities 
including the ability to lead and inspire people who come under 
his supervision or control. He stated that BENSON was extremely 
active in the affairs of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints in the Boise area and rapidly rose to the top position 
in the church organization. He added that BENSON is a man of 
high moral character, excellent associates and one whose loyalty 
and patriotism are above question* 
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NEIGHBORHOOD 

SCOTT D. BROWN ^ Doctor of Veterinary Medicine arid 
Inspector in Charge,, Idaho Sheep Commission, 319 Statehouse, 
who resides at 1300 Owyhee Street, and ELTON P. LARSEN, 1217 
Owyhee Street, Boise, advised that they formerly were neigh- 
bors of BENSON when he resided on Route 4, which is now 1112 
Owyhee Street, Boise, Idaho . They stated that they were friendly 
with him from 193^ until 1939 > and found him a congenial neigh- 
bor, devoted father and husband, and one who was active in the 
affairs of the Boy Scouts of America and in the activities of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They stated 
that he was dependable, honest, a man of integrity and one who 
was loyal and patriotic to the Government of the United States. 

Both BROWN and LARSEN stated they had visited socially 
with BENSON and considered him a person of splendid personal 
habits and excellent character. They said in his activities 
with the Boy Scouts of America and his church, he exhibited 
qualities of leadership and the ability to handle difficult 
administrative and supervisory positions. They said that they 
would recommend him without reservation for any position of 
trust and responsibility. 

MISCELLANEOUS ' 

Persons interviewed as social acquaintances advised 
that GEORGE T. BENSON, 102 Jantoni Drive, Boise, a brother of 
EZRA TAPT BENSON, and an employee of the Paul B. Larsen Real 
Estate Company, enjoys an excellent reputation in the Boise Com- 
munity. These same interviews developed information reflecting 
that BENSON has two aunts residing in Boise, Mrs. FRANKLIN B. 
SMITH, 2417 North 20th Street, and Mrs. STANLEY JONASSON, 2507 
Irene Street. These individuals also bear excellent reputations 
in the City of Boise and were recommended highly as to character, 
associates and patriotism. 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 

A review of the files of Credit Bureaus, Inc. revealed 
' that BENSON, his brother and aunts enjoy excellent credit rat- 
ings in the Boise Valley area. 

There was no record for BENSON, his brother or relatives 
in the files of the Ada County Sheriff's Office or trhe Boise 
Police Department. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
LAWRENCE. D. TALBOT: 

AT CALDWELL, IDAHO 

EMPLOYMENT 

EARL H. BROCKMAN, General Manager,, Idaho Egg Producers, 
523 Main, advised that he first met BENSON in Southeastern Idaho 
during 1929., when BENSON was County Agent for the Idaho Extension 
Service. He renewed his acquaintance with him in the late fall 
of 1930 , when BENSON was transferred to the Boise Office of the 
Idaho Extension Service , University of Idaho, at Boise, Idaho, 
as Senior Marketing Specialist. In 1931 BENSON assisted BROCK- 
MAN in organizing the Idaho Cooperative Council and served as 
the Council. 1 s first secretary, ^a position which he held from 
1931 until 1939 > when he became National Executive Secretary of 
the National Council of Farm Cooperatives. 

BROCKMAN related that the purpose of the Idaho Cooper- 
ative Council was to establish a conference body of farmer cooper- 
atives, which was designed to bring together leaders of the 
cooperatives to discuss mutual problems and solutions* In his 
capacity as Secretary, BENSON did an excellent job and his suc- 
cess with the Idaho Council led to his appointment as Executive 
Secretary for the National organization. He rated BENSON as 
outstanding and excellent in the performance of his duties with 
the Idaho Cooperative Council, and had an opportunity to observe 
his work as Senior Marketing Specialist. He said his handling 
of his professional assignments established the fact that BENSON 
was a man well qualified to lead and organize . 

In describing BENSON f s work, BROCKMAN stated that he 
was dynamic, forceful, energetic, enthusiastic and considerate • 
He pointed out that BENSON had the ability to meet the general 
public and to get along well with divergent farm groups. BROCK- 
MAN related that he considered BENSON an outstanding American; 
a man of excellent habits, whose character and associates and 
loyalty to the United States were above question. He said that 
he would recommend him without qualification for any position 
which would entail responsibility and outstanding administra- 
tive ability. 

CARL M. CARLSON, Manager, Dairymen 1 s Cooperative 
Creamery of Boise Valley; WILLIAM J* HOLMAN, Director and 
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President, Dairymen's Cooperative Creamery of Boise Valley; 
and ALBERT BAER, Director, Dairymen's Cooperative Creamery of 
Boise Valley, all 520 Albany, Caldwell, Idaho, advised they 
had met BENSON in 1931 at the time the Idaho Cooperative Council 
was organized, and worked closely with him until 1939 when he 
left Boise to accept a similar position with the National organi- 
zation in Washington, D. C. They said that he was an individual 
with outstanding qualities of leadership, whose work in the 
field of farm marketing and general farm program planning was 
outstanding. They said they would recommend him without quali- 
fication as an expert in the general field of agriculture and 
one whose devotion to duty was tempered with progress and good, 
sound judgement. They said he would handle any assignment in 
his field with thoroughness, impartiality, and ever bearing in 
mind that his assignment was designed to bring the greatest 
good to the greatest number of people. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
H. EDGAR STRAHL: 

AT PRESTON j IDAHO 

EMPLOYMENT 

MARLOW FUNK, Franklin County Assessor, advised he has 
known Mr* BENSON over the past forty years . He states that after 
BENSON finished college in Utah he served as a County Agent in 
Preston for a year or less and adds his services in this position 
were very satisfactory. He adds that Mr. BENSON has always been 
held in the very highest regard around Preston and Whitney. FUNK 
relates the parents of Mr. BENSON are now deceased, but that his 
father, GEORGE BENSON, was formerly a rancher and field man for 
the U 8c I Sugar Company and as residents of the area both the 
father and mother of Mr. BENSON enjoyed excellent reputations and 
were considered loyal Americans. 

Mr. FUNK advises Mr. BENSON has one brother, ORVILLE 
BENSON, presently ranching in the area and residing at the old 
Benson homestead in Whitney. ORVILLE is a successful rancher 
and cattle dealer and further enjoys a fine reputation as to 
character, associates and loyalty. 

CLEO T. SWENSEN, Franklin County Clerk of Court and 
Recorder, advises knowing Mr* EZRA BENSON during his adult life 
and also highly commends him in every respect. From his personal 
knowledge, Mr. SWENSEN confirms Mr. BENSON'S employment as a 
County Agent during the approximate period of 1923 but adds he 
is unable to locate any employment record. He advises at that 
time the County only furnished the Agent office space and some 
expenses, but that his salary was then being handled by the State 
through the University of Idaho at Moscow, Idaho. Mr. SWENSEN 
also speaks highly of Mr. BENSON'S deceased parents and of the brother, 
ORVILLE, in regard to their character, associates and loyalty. 

SOCIAL ACQUAINTANCES 

ERNEST MOORE, Deputy Sheriff, advises knowing Mr. 
BENSON during his entire adult life and adds he attended high 
school with Mr. BENSON at Preston, Idaho. He states Mr. BENStN 
was born and reared at Whitney, Idaho, located two miles east 
of Preston, which community consists of a gas station, a country 
school and several ranches. MOORE expresses a very high regard 1 
for Mr. BENSON as to character, reputation, honesty, associations, 
intelligence and loyalty to the present form of government. He ] 
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^Moi^ d f S 5 y statin S that °™r the forty years he has known Mr. 
BENSON he has never even heard an adverse criticism of him. 



CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 



b6 

advises his office also b7 
is no record of arrest 



Deputy Sheriff 
covers Whitney, Idaho, ana aaas there _ 
for Mr. BENSON, his family or relatives. 

CLEO SWENSEN, Franklin County Clerk and Recorder, ad- 
vises he also handles accounts of local credit ratings. He 
states that although he has no record of Mr. BENSON, he knows 
from personal knowledge that Mr. BENSON, his parents and his 
brother ORVTLLE have always enjoyed a good credit rating. « 

AT MALAD, IDAHO 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 



Sheriff JOHN EVANS, Oneida County, advises that Preston 
and Whitney, .Idaho, were formerly part of Oneida County, prior to 
a division into the two counties of Franklin and Oneida Counties. 
He advises he has no record of arrest for Mr. BENSON, his immedi- 
ate family or relatives. 



AT WHITNEY, IDAHO 

SOCIAL ACQUAINTANCES 

A. C. HULL, rancher and Bishop of the Whitney Ward of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, advises he 
has known Mr. BENSON since the day of his birth. He advises Mr. 
BENSON was born at the nearby Benson homestead ranch and that 
he was reared in that locality. He advises Mr. BENSON comes from 
a very religious family and adds that during the entire life of 
Mr. BENSON there has never been called to his attention any 
information or knowledge of discredit to Mr. BENSON, his family 
or relatives. 



A. J. HART, rancher, advises he has known Mr. BENSON 
for approximately forty years, having attended Oneida Academy 
in Preston with him. He terms him a man of integrity, keen in- 
telligence, fine character, associates and loyalty. 

AT POC-ATELEO, IDAHO 

SOCIAL ACQUAINTANCES 

A. L. MERRILL, Carlson Building, prominent attorney 
at law, advises he was reared within twenty-five miles of Mr. 



-11- 



b6 
b7C 

BT #77-923 b7D 

BENSON and knew of him during his entire life. He adds that 
within the past fifteen years he has become very well acquainted 
with Mr. BENSON and during this period of close acquaintance 
and from previous knowledge of Mr. BENSON, he has gained a very 
high opinion »f him with regard to his character, honesty, in- 
telligence, integrity, Judgment and loyalty. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
JACK S. NEWELL: 



AT KIMBERLY, IDAHO 

ACQUAINTANCES 



JOHN S. PELDHUSEN, Sr., rancher and former manager of 
the Southern Idaho Bean Growers Association, Kimberly, Idaho, 
has known BENSON for eighteen years. He first knew BENSON when 
the latter was the University of Idaho Extension and Marketing 
Expert and also as National Secretary of the Farm Growers Council 
in Washington, D.C. During this period of eighteen years' 
acquaintanceship, Mr. PELDHUSEN has never heard anything except 
high praise of Mr. BENSON. PELDHUSEN believes Mr. BENSON well 
qualified as an expert on agricultural affairs and spoke highly 
of his loyalty, character, and reputation. He also spoke highly 
of the character and reputation of the people with whom Mr. 
BENSON has associated in the past. 

Mr. PELDHUSEN qualified his statements by stating that 
he was not socially acquainted with Mr. BENSON and did not know 
his family background or family history. 



AT 



ACQUAINTANCES 



I ~| has known BENSON for over I l years . 

I | rirsr met mm during the time BENSON was acting as University 

ox xuano Extension Economist, and later during the time he was 
National Secretary of the Farmers Cooperative Council ^in Washington, 
D * c * I I had nothing but praise and respect for BENSON so 

far as his thinking, methods of d«ing business, character, reputa- 
tion and loyalty as a citiz en of the United States Government 
were concerned. I I did not know the close associates of 

Mr. BENSON and did not know his family background. 
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AT TWIN FALLS, IDAHO 

ACQUAINTANCES 



however, Q 



1 



] resides in 



was conraQTiea. at T 



I nas known BENSON in a limited capacity for approximately 
] years . His acquaintance with BENSON was during the period 
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that the latter was acting as National Secretary of the Farmers 
Cooperative Council in Washington, D*C. and also as a leader in 
the Chu rch of the Latter Day Saints. During this time 



]has heard BENSON speak on many topics before large groups 
and feels that BENSON is well informed on the subject of economics 
and agriculture and believes him to possess a splendid philosophy 
and attitude toward the farmers in relation to the United States 
Government. | | believes BENSON to be of unquestionable 

loyalty, integrity and character. He advised that he was not 
too well acquainted with BENSON ! s associates. 

Mr* C. W. DAIGH, County Agricultural Extension Agent * 
for the University of Idaho, has known BENSON over twenty years 
and believfes him to be of the highest type as far as ability, 
integrity, character, loyalty and reputation are concerned. 
Mr* DAIGH knew BENSON during the time the latter was County 
Agricultural Extension Agent for Franklin County, Idaho, as 
Marketing Specialist and Agricultural Extension Economist for 
the University of Idaho and as National Secretary to the Farmers 
Agricultural Cooperative Council in Washington, D.C. Mr. DAIGH 
recommends him highly for loyalty, character, reputation and 
ability. 

The fo llowing investigation was conducted by SA 
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AT MOSCOW, IDAHO 

EMPLOYMENT 



Agriculture extension service, university ox xaano, wno is 
presently on leave, produced records reflecting EZRA TAFT BENSON 
became County Agent in the Agriculture Extension Service on 
March 4, 1929,. at Preston, Franklin County, Idaho* On Oct ober 
15 , 1 930* his title was changed to Agriculture Economist. 
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]was of the opinion BENSON changed his residence at this time 
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from Preston to Boise, Idaho. The records further reflect 
BENSON was on leave without pay from September 1, 1936, to 
July 1, 1937, for the purpose of pursuing education at the 
University of California. He resigned on March 31 > 1939* to 
accept a position as Secretary of the National Cooperative 
Council. 

J. W. BARBER, Extension Studies Specialist, University 
of Idaho, said he supervised BENSON 1 s work as a county agent 
about 1929-30 and later BENSON was his supervisor in Extension 
work: concerned with the Agriculture Economic Program/ BARBER 
said he was closely associated with BENSON over a period of nine 
or ten years. He described BENSON as being of superior character 
and reputation and as being a loyal American with excellent assosi 
ates • He said BENSON is above reproach • 

D. L # FOURT, Professor and head of the Department of 
Dairy Husbandry, University of Idaho, said he associated closely 
with BENSON from about 1928 to 1935- During most of this period 
BENSON was a production and market specialist and economist with 
the Extension Service at Boise, Idaho. He said he has had inter- 
mittent contact with BENSON since 1935 ♦ He said BENSON is of ex- 
cellent character and reputation and is a loyal American with good 
associations. 

HENRY HANSEN, Assistant Dairy Husbandman, University of 
Idaho, who has known BENSON casually over a period of twenty years 
DAN E. WARREN, State 4-H Club Leader, University of Idaho, who 
had close contact with BENSON from 1930 to about 1939, and J. M. 
RAEDER, Associate Plant Pathologist, University of Idaho, who 
worked closely with BENSON from 1930 to 1939 with intermittent 
contact since/ described BENSON very Tavorably as to character, 
reputation, loyalty, associations and qualifications. 

PAUL EKE, retired, former head of the Agriculture 
Department, University of Idaho, recently an unsuccessful candi- 
date for Congress in the Idaho State Primary on the Demoeratic 
ticket, 903 East Third Street, said he first met BENSON in the 
fall of 1929 when the latter was County Agent at Preston, Idaho. 
He said he was instrumental in BENSON being appointed Agricultural 
Economist at Boise, Idaho, about a year lat;er. He worked closely 
with BENSON during the early 1930's. He has had intermittent 
contact with him since ♦ He said BENSON is impressive, a good 
organizer and enjoys a splendid reputation. He is of excellent 
character and his loyalty and associations are above reproach. 

RUC 
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rexa-cea navxng Known Mr. BEN5UN 
since 1939 and described him as < 
an individual possessing a deep 
religious conviction, extensive 
knowledge of agricultural problems, 
a Tine mind and an ability to sur-* 
round himself with able men* Said 
that he in* no way questioned his 
loyalty and recommended him for 
any position for which he aspired. 

m R # U#C*** 

Washington Field Office teletype* dated 
26, 1952 * . BXI " 



] related that in 1939^-exact date not 



recalled, -Mr* BENSON was executive secretary- of 
the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives ,V of which thg 
Southern States Cooperative was a member, and in tiiis wa^ 
he became acquainted with Mr ♦ BENSON."' He said : that c -he fe'els 
tim^ ^ intimate M°w M&Ee of Mr. BENSON since thatr 
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his opinion, that ;Mr» BEN.SQlJ^ s , character and integrity / 
are of the .highest.* »- - In. this connection he advised* . 
that -Mr* -BSEFSOS is a. ,r Christian gentleman":' tihich is / 
evidenced in his d* y. -h<v day 1 i fe . . \ In connection . with 



his qual if icat ipns , _ 

knew /that , 'Mr* : BSN30jn; naa Deen 



said, that , he of course, 
recently selected tp^be/ 
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' : J ISeferetary ; 6r Agriculture by' president ~Elect EISENHOWER,, , 
: - and. that he\ feels kr ^-BBHSOS ' has. ,an extensive Knowledge V 

< of .national and international',^ : ' 
" * " : : . He • said -Mr ♦ BENSOTJ /grew ; up- hxi\ % * f stt>m,_ was\ sub s,e qttehtly^ - v J : ' 

• a Cp^ty Agripu^ in' ex^n-;, .. : 
#i t tlon service .work irt. relation' to agriculture-,: served "as " : 

executive secretary of . tKe Jfdtional Cotanc-il of -Parmer ' >' <. 

-O .Cooperatives,-" £nd had knowledge of; agriculture" on,. an . . , ; ^ : />. :> 
v iriternatiprial level -from. having > supervised' properties ; ^^l^- '/l \ 

abroad which; : 'aire owned • by the Iiatter • Dag£ - paint^;.- ^ /•; * /V* ;':-' r v 

• ife, said there;Vmight ; be- s,pme ^britie'lsm 1 ^ "Bhe :/ef f ec-tV , \ 
■ ;. thafr ]^ f V3BNS0N : ^clbdVa^ ; . 



v ;,' VV r ' %->QUt. ■■Ms ; association ; with :j4rv BENjSOJ^ . ahd ^from knowledge'/ :- - . V 

'"**• .Qf him ^^-se cured thrbugh their iftut^al- frie . , : • -y 
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Horiarahle Sherman AdaraS . , 
Office of Slight D* JSisenhewer- 

Room' 63^ 

Commodore Hotel . ' * 

Ilew ?ork 17, . Sew Xerli; \ E 




137 deaf Governor s ■■ 

• • #ttrauanfc W the -.revest trf 
Dwight D» Siserihouer that thia ;Ew§p.u conduct ... 
m investigation of S^Easra ■WtHfenson, there - 
.,3 ■ attached a a mmavf^ye^m^^r^^ 
concerning Benaon* ' 

• tilth expressions otf my highest eafceeja 
arid beat regards,*. / : V- ■ _,.*. ; j; .. . 

Sincereis* ?<*V*a* 
. EdgSb? Hoover . 
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A* Birth Bata < > Saft Benson was "bom in August 1$99*;' ■ " - • ' " 

• • m J^zfJS We*e George '2.,' Benson, Jr..* • 

.... Sarah Ballif Benson* •• ' :> ' -. • .' •. 

B « Kducation . "tflie's 'tfha in' America'* raf locts that he. attended . 
Onoiaa State Academy, Weston, £daho*' Utah State Agricultural 
College, Began, Utah, 191o"-1921$ Brigham Vouns University * 
J^°y»> ^pb, :X93^x924 receiving Bachelor of Science teres! •'" 
Jowa State CoIle^Q 4 Ames, .Xowa» ; 1926-1927 reea.vias faster & 
Science .degreoj^and |ha ;chiversit^ af ^California, Berkeley:/'.- ; ; 
\ California* 1937*1933 for graduate studies, . .'V 'v. • v . :, v. 

<?« Employment. From 191B te 1921 -he was self^Gfwioyed during th$ *' : 

•., summers aa a f arm .operator at tfhitney* Idaho* . Prom 3.921 to 
, . 1^23 he di^ educational and miaaionatpy vork in: Europe for- the 

v £hurph of #3.sus Christ of Matter Bay Saints, Salt .fcaire City; 
.r . Utah* From 1923 to 3.928 ha tjag self •♦employed daring the sutlers 
; 0 a'farm o^atoa*- afc.$&itney> .iEdahe* .' >rom 1929 to I930 h© was • 
aounty Agrioalteal' Agdht/^Uni^eraity of >5daho.<j3xten$ion ; Service, i 
Freston, Idaho. From 1930' to. 1939 ne was an' Agricultural- r ^v^*: 
• ' Economist and iiatfketing Specialist, University- of Idaho,.- Boise i "• ' 
. -tdaho, f rom 1939 to 19t& he was iSieeUtive Secretary, national • • • 
: -\ -Council of J'arjaar Cooperatives, Washington* B* C> From 19ltL to -' 
.: „ . 29kg 'Ha Was: a; member of the Quorum of Swelve Apostles, Church ' 
of Jesas. Christ of Matter Bay; Saints* Salt Baice City, Utahj In ■' 
-/ , : 1946 President of the- European: J-IisUion -of this Church with hi a ' 
headquarters, in Bondon* England, and since 194? a -member 5 ef the 
•V* <>aorum af twelve Apostles j • Salt. tidkiS City., Btsh* • 



if, >' babbles of. ismEfcm&simi 
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•A; Interviews. n?ha following individuals adyiged that I-lr* 'Ezra-'"---.: 
^ "•. 5?aft- Benson, tigaa is known to thsm eithar p&rsbnally, professian- 
'Z ^ . ally, • socially and/or by reputation, ia ioyal>- able t of 




persons interviewed jaad© any, xinf avbrable r comments, concerning 
IIr» Benson. ■ 
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;' 0* Anderson* Dairy Specialist, University of Idaho. 
Extension Service* Boise* Idaho* , 

Alfcert Baer, Director, Dairy-men* s! Cooperative Creamery 
of Boise Valley, Caldwell* Idaho* 

■ ; . Howard M, Ballif*. Business Imager, Statesman iiewspapers, ' 
Boise, Idaho* . * 

,J# Barber* Extension Studios. Specialist* University 
of Idaho^ Hoscow, Idaho. : , . 

Doctor Hurray Bsneaiat, Professor University of California, 
Berkeley* California* -.' v. 

United States Senator. Waii&de,^* Bennett of, Utah* 

Jpootor Edgar-8.* Brossard* 0^mt»issioner.*- Unl ted States 
tariff 'Go^ission,; yas^ing ton* <3» 

Earl H. Brockman, Sonera! Manager* Idaho Egg Produeers, ' 
Caldwell, Idaho* , ' , .' • . - • . ./ ^ \ . 

Scott D* Brovm* Inspector in Charge, Idaho Sbeep. ^tfiasion/ 
Boise, Idaho* - ' • • . 

Carl \U Carlson, Manager, Dairymen's cooperative G&dfcnt&ror 
of Boise yalleyy CaldTrojJ, MahOa , I,,' - __L 



~ ' -3Jonn A. Carver* United States Attorney* Boise, Idaho. ~ 
Parker F* 0arver* United States Bureau of Internal B&Venu© 
Boise* Idaho.. ' , . • 

,#rs* Freda Couch, treasurer, National Council of Farmer - • 
Cooperatives, Washington* DV- Q* ; .. "•■ •*: • 

' 0* \W Daigh, County Agent* ' University of j&iah^ . Extension ' 
Servftrifi* Tfirln Fnflft* Tdnhru, : : __1 



fU B. Edlefsen, Hayor, Boise*/ Idaho* 
Clyde* C. Edmonds* tienoral.Hanager* Utah Poultry and farmers 
Cooperative,' Salt &ake City, Utah*.- 

Paul Eke* retired, former head of the Agriculture Depart* 
Bient, University of Idaho * Moscow* Idaho* : V ' "* . f 

jTohn S* Feldhusen^ Sr. , rancher and "former manager of the - 
Sou'chern Idaho Bean lowers Aesociatlon, Kimberly, Idaho* 

D* D» Fourt, Professor* University of Idaho,- Moscow* Idaho *- 
. Harlow Funk, Franklin County Assessor* Preston, Idaho*- 
Earl . jr* Glade, I-Iayor of Salt take City,. Utah* and nominee 
of .the Democratic Party for Governor of Utah In 1952* 
, " :■ . Henry ; Hansen, Assistant Dairy Susb&ndman, University of 
•Idaho*. Hosaow, Idaho*' - .7 "•■ •-' . 
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&8m$& - ■ fiaaffg$a&!£* ' Special, AgonU <)££i#&q£ 
?S?ide SfeatHtttH^lOtt* BojSte* Idaho* ' . ... .* . ., ' 

.-A* G* Bttli* ranches?* VJhltafaar* Idaho* . ' ' ' -. 



G laving 



Cbtttfch oi? Je>sus Christ of Safety pay 'S&lnita.,. Sal$ Safeo. ££ty*'. 

. . {UitfS& Q. .KcSCay, t'roaidwb, Church ©iV'-JtesttS ' Ohrftst .-63? ■ 
'ftatffoW'S^I&t&ttta*- ; Si&t'.iisas6 City, Utah*:" ' *'v-'^. . ' 
.. - •' , %^-M^x^l%i :^tb^fj- £a$&*o$&>» ■ 1 " 

Bdlaev Idaho. 1 , ">r:. -'- -.. i ^ r :v-: -: ' "-'■■T. - = -V, . • 



-m&ti& a* sh<?ix^» EsetJuw s&c?$tra^ mm smt& 3?am 
Bvuteim ^04ei»ati - Bal^ kalse 7 Wah« ; . ; :. , • - " 

: 1. . Joseph '$$££ti&cig - '$m&*!a> F#s#X&i32$ . ths $»0>ftto S&Kr<&v$ 

£afea Cltv. TJtah. .. .-V--.;-. •■ 



6tS*6 .$44w*# : "Bef3f8&jr .= ^ '' ^' A - \- " - 

Ttnit^ft afe.tea ^nator Arthur y> XM-bkiafe : ol* WaXa* - . . ■ : 
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' .of ^i^o.B^tpn^i^n, Boi-ae^.- XdaliO* /' - : ; ' ;' ;~ ■ .. . . - 1 - v 

aateoy c&oc&gu '■ ' !s?he $£3,©s o'r .-tbe f jgittariMtt' ^gstfriea &ttrtAizfli&T 

so .ijmravarabio i»to^atioEi mm'QXning ^&&pga±t&&&.2 Contra! / 
Intelligence As'encyj Office of Spfc<5ial Investigation* Depart- 
raent>of the Mtf For eo> United Btatefc Ci^il; Setrvloe Oawoission; 
House. Committee oil tTn~Morican Activities? -Offifce of Jtevai 
Sntsl&igencej; United States Department of State;, ' end ihet 
Eurdau of Invastication. " ■ . ' . .. ;■ 



-593sre* no unf aVor&ble- information ooncarning t'h.^ ApptJltitoQ 
refloctod in the following Credit AceneieSS . ^Icanoda county ; 
Itata-ilsrs Credit ; Association, Oakland* dalifbrnius .Credit 
Buroau of Salt Lalre City* "(Jtahj Offodit Bureaus, incorporated, 
Boise, Idaho 5 ".Credit Bureau, juco^oratod* Tfeslainstpn, D. 0» 



$here was no information eoncorning the ...Appointee reflected in 
th.eE arrest, records of - tile f olloi*ing ; Lav E^orsement Agencies : 
'^et^opol^tan ^olloe. ^pa^tfien^i'-^sMiagtOij* .i>* - C, J liontS D &^ry . 
. (tounty Polie e. Bepart&ent * . BGc&ville*; jgw$2cm£Lf ? Ma County 
, Shoriff *.s Office,' -Boise, Idaho* Boise ' Police ^epartjaent, Boise* 
£da!io| pratifelitt £6Unty ^e^i^*S. Of ^i^i l»3?^ton f ; Idaho ' 
Oneida County VSfaffie$#£*&. Of f i«e# ; Balmd* Xdantjjt Salt £ak<3 Oity ; 
frolics Department* Salt -Lalco City, Utahj-Sa.lt kafte County - '„ 
Sheriffs 0f f io§> ^fitlt ; £ia3?0' Cit^.. tttanj XTtah- State -Bureau of 
- ,XAexM^&A^etitl:'pzxV Salt £als;o City* , fftahj; Borlceley f olic q depart-* • 
"^^o5o^6i©y # "0^1ifq^^^« - .^ ; -v'-'. ' ■ ■■■ . i ■ ■ 



Relatives, ^h6 ,j^»'ointo^ t, Q "iwwalsftg relatives -ffre aa follows* 
wife* piora, A»? 
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Individuals" i;lao are. acquainted with . the, -Appoint ee * a immediat e 
family "&dyl&ed ;tfciM? "tn'eir- ^e^utatipij £g Layover a?@;?5*oach« - ; :- 



jtoTlf 

Cind y 



/ , t, -T ' 



b6 
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Beeembei? '29* 1952 



Honor ahie Sherman Mama • . .. -PSRSOJIAt,, Am\GQwfal£8miAL.' 

Office, of Bwlght I>. - Eisenhower • ' . '. •• ' ... •■ >. / ;> . ; - - . 

Boom 635 ' * . vv;-"' : , "' ■ " "■ - ; 

Commodore Hotel : .•' iV y;-* r . V ■■' ; ' 

New York 17* Hew iTdrlc - . ■ •' ••. : 

Jjy dear tfovernori ■ 

For your information th^re- is attached a copy of . 
a letter dated December 1952V .received from J*- Hobert :'\ . . " 
tfal&er, A^i0ttXtAxs^..^'8ee»*ch' ®dit.0tf*. $$ne*ai -|$jis.f inc . *. . •• 
Betroit* Xfliehtgan,' ^jioht contains favorable oommeftts' con- 
c.erning Kp» gar a !g» Benson j /Secretary; of ' Agriculture, 
designate. .STh<g. reeeipt of this letter has been acknowledged ir 



regards j 



With expressions, of my highest esteem and* best. 



Attachment; 



•g-ours* 



tfsiU&a by tits flirgbtos. . 




*j ■ - 



3V 




t.. ... 
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Deoemfc©* 29* 1$£>2 




TO 



Honorable Herbert Brownel!* jfrv"' 
U4.O East Nineteenth Streofc ... 

Hew York, Xfew Xork ' • - , > - ; ■. - .• :. •• ; • £ ;; 

• - ■ . ••; • . ; • v '■; ■■ ■ • •. 

• • For- yoftr- information there Is attached a, copy pf ." • 
a letter' dated December l£* received from J. Robert 
Walker, Agricultural Research Editor, General Mills, Inc., 
Detroit, Michigan* which contains, favorable comments, conr 
corning Mr . Efcra T/^nson* Secretary o£ Agriculture - 

* designate • Uh© receipt oS this letter has been; acknowledged ; 

A copy. of the attached, ietter 'has-' alsC been made.. . 
•"ilabje to Governor Sherman Adams* V , ■■ ' ..... 

!>ath ibest . wishes attd kind regards/, • ' 

7." Sincdreiy. 'yours * * : ; '■ . • . . \ "' =. - 




- . v. •' - '" 

Attachment 
EVE rem ^ 



5> 



Clue s' . 



fttlfftllll 
Xobr 



CO 



off:-/ ' 
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0r 



podewfeep 29 , ' 1952 V .' ; " 




\ '"To7C 



Dear 



; « ' ■ " -v -' ■ ■' "JC Want' to Express i37;^pp3c£^tt'lop : f or your, interest ; 

vi ; ' in ii'aking available your co^en^s; concerning Hr • . 'SapW..'Vr 8 •'. 

-< I h&va taken •th6/li^is^tyv. , Qy .making yo^ih^^ents-.. - ; *-"/Vv 



: -* -:- \py • ■ " 



' .'■ *-(M?V?^r35a^ Hoover :. ;• J*'-^' V >rV /r'-'V" ;:> ' ^- - ; 



mot- : interviewed, in investigatlom.of 
senaon, bure au indices reflect- notfaing; .identi- ^ 
f iable 7 to anyj^ 



. ^ . v 




Ov-. . . 





y. 
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General Mills, Inc. 




EXPRESS 

HAMIUTON AVENUE 
DETROIT. MICH, 




Mr. Ladd_j£- — \\ 
Mr* Nichols- 
Mr* Eelmoiit 

Mr. Clegg— - 
Mr, Glavin^- 
Mr* Hasbo- 
Mr* Bosen^A^sj^j 



LARRO RESEARCH FARM 

Devoted to the Study of Animal and Poultry Nutrition 

December 15, 1952 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ^ Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Treasury Department 
Washington 25 * D. C. 
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Mr* Tracy-... f 
Mr- Laughlm 

Mr, Mofcr 

S ER° WiMtemov/d- 



Miss Gandy 




Dear. Mr. Hoover: 



O 



Undoubtedly Mr. E zE aJ^ Benson, designate for 

woj££^ej : nj&ej^j;j^ 

I want to_re port_mY^JEi£i^^ Mr. Benson 



during the years_ 1^3 , 6- 3, 8 while he was extension 

economist .m^^s^a^^o^^SM^^^^^m^Xm. 

^^IS^LMs.^m^SM&S^^^^^^^Z that time 

served as Extension Editor in the same service. His 
office was- located at the State House, Boise, while 
mine was at Moscow. 



In my trayj^sj^thM those nearly three 

years, ^^vS^^^^^ ^^^'^rTSS^S^t^'^ST' ■ 

prese, nt , a , t:l ^g^ar^m^S£O^^^^^S:::^^s^ 
.never, .did L I hear_or see any comment - or aoti^rpiar^ A not 

02&£Z£XXB&Xji„ His policies and principles were far above 
usual standards and in every regard were scrupulously 
followed. Insofar as I can say, his personal and 
professional life is above reproach. 




X will indeed .be commending Mr...BensQ^tQjh^gh 
leacl^^ deinandsT^ 

a? ' 1 




Very truly 3/ours 



b6 
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DIRECTOR, BEE r /: 
SAC^ WK) (77^018?) 

:bz*& taft behsok . ; 



" November 28, 19$2 

Attention: Assistant Director Ai '&G&W 



Be Bureau telephone of, November 21*, 

^ "aioloS*d 've.flVe copies of report. of S A PAUL R*. JOWLS 
dit*d ilovemberr.28^ 1?S2^ at Washington* J) P C» , 



Enclosure 



V 



STANDARD FORW NO. 6* * ' ' ' flH 





JN\£mOfCWlUUWl UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO :.' DIRECTOR, FBI -(AMSD) ; DATE: November ?$, 19$2 

SEom;::. SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (77-3935 1 } - , • " V .-. ^ / - - 

'bjecT: EZRA TAFT BENSON *" . " ' ATTENTJOHi- : ASSISTANT DOCTOR A . ' ROSEN 

■ SPECIAL INwUIRI- . ■ .. ., • ■ -■ • • . • • .^V, ■-;./, , ; : . ' 



Attached here t6- is i2ie report of "Sit HOitlS H.VKEITER^ JR^ 
dated November- 25, 1952,, in "the above .captioned matter . 




Enclosure' 



STA^ARO FORM NO. 64 



Office Me 




TO 



DIRECTOR,. FBI 




OM ; : S.*/SAG.,: WPO ( 77-U018?) 



• UNITED STUPES GOVERNMENT ^ 

■ • • . b7C 

". - fc \.. v - date: November -28, . 1952' 
: Attention r ,^ssi s tapt jpir ec tor A, ' 



SUBJECT: " EZRA TAFT BEKSON 

special t ihquiry-- : 



r _ r ' Re Bureau: telethon* -c.Sll of November SU, ' 1952 r , : ; r : \ 

- ©ictLosed are five copies- of report « of, SA . PAiJIr B TQftLE 
dated K6vfembeif' 28> 195?," ft 'H'MMi^^Qa^J}* C, : , - : , ''V'^ 



iffy* 



r . 



PET j DAW ; 



V 




V \ 



V;-. V - 



081982 - 



•7, ■■ -v.: .• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



FotmNo.1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



BUREAU 



REPORT MADE AT 

SAM FRANCISCO 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 

11-25-52 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

11-25-52 


REPORT MADE BY 

H0L1IS H. KEITER, JR. IJ 


TITLE 

EZRA TAFT BENSON 


CHARACTER OP CASK 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTSl 



REFERENCE: 
IETAILS: 



Mr. BENSON *s attendance at University 
of Calif ornia at Berkeley as graduate 
student 1936-37 verified* Records in- 
dicate he was also Research Assistant 
in Agricultural "Economics . No unfavor- 
able information noted in records of 
university. Professor in Department of 
Agricultural "Economics, who was personally 
acquainted with BENbON in 1936 and 1937 
and aware of activities since that time 
regards BENSON highly as to character, 
integrity and loyalty and believes that he 
has good background in agricultural work , 
including work on administrative level to 
qualify him for the position for -which he 
has been recommended,. No credit or criminal 
record of BENSON or wife, Berkeley, California. 

~ RUC - 

Telephone call from Bureau to San Francisco ll~2lH?2. 
AT BERKELEY , CALIFORNIA 



California, made available records wftich reflect that EZKA 
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APPROVED AND *€\\|H VTtfi ' SPECIAL. AGENT 
FORWARDED: \W^-U*Su. v ' IN CHARGE 


. NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


■^ Aa ^fi \U \»i 






COPIES OF THIS REPORT / 

. 5;- Bureau (AMSD) jK 
1 - San Francisco (77-3939)^ ^ 




I 




f 



AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 



■jV u. s, government printing office Kh-59255-2 



SF 77-3939 . .'■•'-:*'"'• " • • t 

' •. • ' ' . t 

Whitney, Idaho oh August /4> 1899 was admitted to the University of California .. 
on August 6, 1936, He enrolled as- a graduate student in Agricultural Economics 
and was in attendance at the university for the academic year, 1936 k and 1937, 
Mr. BENSON had previously attended Brigham ioung University and Iowa State 
College and had received B3 and M3 degrees respectively from those institutions 
in 1927* These records contain no unfavorable i information* * *. 

His application^for, admission to the University of California dated 
August 19, 1936 reflects his local address at that time as 833 Shattuck Avenue, 
Berkeley and his home address as Route 4, Boise, Idaho* V* . 

I . . J University of California 

made available records, which Teflect that Mr. BENSON was a Research Assistant in •'• 
the Department of Agricultural Economics, however, the exact- dates of this position 
were not indicated* .. ' * , ... 



■ , |further advised that BENSON* s .name was hot on. the/ list of 

individuals who received fellowship and graduate scholarships from the University 
of California for the academic year ,1936 and 1937 and that, his file contains no 
letter of appointment to 'a fellowship. She stated that there is' a possibility - 
. that he might have received a f ellbwship from an- outside agency but that in aH 
likelihood he considered his . appointment as Research Assistant as a fellowship., 

. „ " ' I I University nf 

Calif ornia,, advised that there are hb- files maintained, in- that' office for years : 
prior. to. 1938.' . -j ■ . L,v < : '■ "-,/.•..„-;■ '- X 



| University of California, Presidents 
Bio-bibliograpnxcai. i?ixe, aavised. tnat there is no information pertaining to 



BENSON other than a card reference, to a book which he wrote* 

\ . Dr. iraRRAI BENED IGT , . Professor' of Agricultural Economics, University 
of Calif ornia, advised that he firs*t knew Mr. BENSON as a graduate student at 
the University of California, He' stated that he has had personal contacts; with 
him bh very rare occasions since i. although he; has learned of his. activities from 
friends and acquaintances. *; " . - . : 

''''' . ' ' , '•• • '•" ; ~' : 1 ; . • ' 

Dr* BENEDICT stated that he has the highest regard for. Mr. BENSON as * 
a person with regard to character, integrity and loyalty. He went on to say that 
BENSON .has ; had a- very good t background in agricultural work including work oh the 
administrative level* . According to Dr. BENEDICT^ Mr. .BENSON did a good job as- ; 
Secretary of thfe' Nai>i6i^.-Coia»il.'Ofy*^B^rs % Cooperatives in Washington, B. C., 



sf 77-3939 ; / ; / * - \ : 

according to all reports he has received. .-5r* BEKEDIGT advised that lie is 
atf^Fe from reading the newspapers of. the position f or *which Mr, BENSON has 
been recommended and /Believes thkt^r*. BEKt>OU can capably fill this position* 

b7D 

/ 



University of California^ 

advised that he has no information iii his file pertaining to l$r* BENSON or his 
■wife and no record of either Mr. or Mrs* BSHSOW is contained in the files of 
the Berkeley Police Department*. , / \\ " ■ " 



AT- O^LhND,, CAXIFOBMIA ^ 

2he 'files -..'of 1 the: Alameda, County Retailers Credit Association^ 
which covers Berkeley^ were checked and. found to contain no record of either , 
Mr, BSNSOK or his wife* 



